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20th Anniversary Annual Campaign Highlights Ongoing Successes 

With the tough economic conditions these are 

especially difficult times for vulnerable nonprofit 

organizations.  But thanks to hard work and the 

support and dedication of patrons, staff and    

volunteers, the ACO continues to thrive & grow.  

As the ACO launched the 20th Anniversary Annual            

Campaignõs Final Appeal this month, this is a  

perfect time to look at the many successes of our 

orchestra. 
 

òWhenever I talk to colleagues in the nonprofit 

world about how their organizations are doing, 

invariably I hear tales of gloom and doom,ó states 

Larry Kopp, ACO Executive Director.  òI feel      

extremely fortunate that thanks to hard work, 

dedication and support by many, the ACO has not 

only withstood the difficult financial times but has 

actually continued to grow stronger.ó 
 

The ACO, like all nonprofits, has been granted tax 

exemption by the IRS because the orchestra    

provides a community serviceð in the ACOõs case, 

concerts and education activities.  The ACOõs  

only mission is support to the community. 
 

òUltimately, the ACO is ôownedõ by the community 

we support,ó states Kopp.  òIt is imperative that 

the staff and board run the organization in a      

manner that is consistent with the communityõs 

wishes and best allows the organization to meet its mission.  That the orchestra has been           

incredibly successful in that mission is shown by the overwhelming and growing support from 

the entire Treasure Coast community.  It is gratifying that we are able to do so much for the 

Treasure Coast and that we obviously are meeting the wishes and needs of our community.ó 
 

An example of this growing support is the ACOõs Annual Fund Campaign.  Over the past three 

seasons, the income derived during the orchestraõs annual fund campaign has more than     

tripled to an average of well over $200,000 each season.  And to underscore the growing      

support in the community for the ACO, its mission and the direction the orchestra is taking, the 

number of donors to this critical campaign has grown overall by 25%.  In the community of    

Stuart alone, the number of donors has increased by over 50%!  To an organization that         

depends upon donations from patrons to survive, there is no greater show of support than an 

increase in donations, as it is a very accurate indicator of meeting (or not meeting) the needs of 

the community they exist to support. 
 

And not only are the ACOõs patrons stepping 

forward and supporting the orchestra, the 

volunteer leadership of the ACO is truly  

leading by example.  Kevin Grady, President 

of the ACO as well as President of PNC 

Wealth Management in Vero Beach, is a key 

component of the ACOõs many successes, 

financial and otherwise.  PNC Wealth     

Management, through sponsorships of the 

Vero Beach Concert Series, and in 2010 the 

concert series in both Vero Beach and    

Stuart, is the single largest donor to the ACO 

over the past three seasons and the largest 

donor to the ACOõs Challenge Gift           

Campaign. 
 

òKevin Grady and PNC Wealth Management 

have been crucial in the ACOõs continued 

successes and growth,ó states Kopp.  

òKevin has provided much-needed         

leadership, both financially and                

administratively, to the orchestra.  Simply 

put, we wouldnõt be where we are today as 

an organization without Kevinõs efforts.ó     
 

As 2009 comes to a close, we ask all of our 

loyal and dedicated patrons to consider the invaluable concerts and outreach activities we offer 

to our community and whether you would like to voice your support of our orchestra through a 

gift to the ACOõs 20th Anniversary Annual Campaign.  Whether a first-time gift or an additional 

gift to the campaign, your support is criticalð our continued successes depend upon the support 

of all of the orchestraõs generous patrons. 
 

òWhile we are proud of our many accomplishments, we need the continued support of each and 

every ACO patron to continue moving forward,ó states Kopp.  òDue to economic conditions, the 

2009-2010 Season will be the most challenging yet financially, and we canõt do it without the 

support of the loyal and generous friends of the orchestra.ó  
 

To donate online please click here for a link to our website or visit the ACO website at 

www.acomusic.org.  Or simply call the ACO Office at toll free (866) 310-7521.  

Inaugural Season Set for the BEHIND THE BATON Series 

Beginning with our Series I Orchestra Series   

Concerts in  January 2010, the ACO and Indian 

River State Collegeõs Lifelong Learning Institute 

are inaugurating an exciting new program that 

gives patrons unrivalled inside information on the 

music performed on ACO concerts.   
 

BEHIND THE BATON, featuring ACO Music Director 

Stewart Robertson, is a two-hour, in-depth look at 

not only the music and composers being         

performed on that weekõs ACO concert but a 

study of the history of Western music as well.   
 

òBEHIND THE BATON is an outgrowth and further 

elaboration of Maestro Robertsonõs Pre-Concert 

Conversations,ó states Larry Kopp, ACO Executive 

Director.  òTwo hours gives Stewart the time and 

flexibility to really ôdig inõ to the music we are    

performing on each orchestra series                

performance as well as put the music into a 

broader context of the history of Western music.  

It is an invaluable opportunity to gain insights 

that only a musician of Maestro Robertsonõs   

talent and experience can provide.ó       
 

Unique to this series is a chance for the          

layperson to get a òperformerõs eyeó view of the 

music being performed on each ACO Orchestra 

Series performance.  To completely and         

thoroughly understand and assimilate a work of art before performing it is the work of a         

conductorð for every hour spent conducting onstage there are literally dozens of hours of study 

spent in preparation.  BEHIND THE BATON is an opportunity for everyone to get a view into the 

knowledge gained through that studyð and to more thoroughly understand and enjoy the       

concert experience as a result.     
 

Knowledge is one thing, but the ability to impart it is another.  Just as not every musician can 

gain the deepest insights into the music they are performing, not every musician who gains 

those insights can impart them to others.  In fact, few truly can.  Stewart Robertsonõs ability to 

communicate concisely, eloquently and with his own unique brand of wit makes BEHIND THE   

BATON indispensable to all music lovers.   
 

BEHIND THE BATON is a four-lecture series, held Mondays the same week as all ACO                   

performances, 9:30 am to 11:30 am, on the Stuart Campus of Indian River State College.  In 

Vero Beach, BEHIND THE BATON is on the same day as ACO performances, three Thursdays and a 

Wednesday, 9:30 am to 11:30 am, on the Vero Beach Campus of Indian River State College.  A 

subscription to all four lectures is only $40/person.  To subscribe, contact the ACO at our toll 

free hotline, (866) 310-7521, or visit the ACO website at www.acomusic.org.   
 

First time subscribers to the ACOõs Orchestra Series Concerts can receive a special rate for   

subscribing to both orchestra series concerts and BEHIND THE BATON, $150, a savings of up to 

25% off of the regular price of both.  For more information visit the ACO website, or to download 

an order form for Vero click here; for Stuart, click here.       
 

òThe response by patrons to the BEHIND THE BATON series has been fantastic,ó states Kopp.  

òEspecially for the first year of a new program, the response has been more than we could have 

hoped for.  We invite all of our patrons to take advantage of this incredible new program.ó       

Know someone who should receive a newsletter?  Please click here. 
To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 
Questions or comments? E-mail us at acomusic@bellsouth.net or call toll-free (866) 310-7521 

 

òCó Notes 

 
News for  

Friends of the  

 

Atlantic  

Classical  

Orchestra  

Gustav Mahlerõs Fourth Symphony is a        

towering work of genius and perhaps the   

composerõs most accessible and beautiful 

composition.  Join the ACO as they open the 

20th Anniversary Season with the North  

American premiere of Klaus Simonõs chamber 

version of this immortal symphony. 
 

Gustav Mahler (1860ñ1911), a somewhat 

contentious musical figure during his lifetime, 

has in the close to 100 years since his death 

grown in popularity and esteem and is today 

considered a musical genius on par with the 

other immortal ògreatsó of the Germanic     

musical tradition.  Mahler is often famously 

quoted as saying, òMy time will comeéó and 

that prediction has turned out to be quite   

prophetic indeed.   
 

Mahler is considered a musical prophet in a 

number of waysð his musical language went 

through three major stages and grew ever 

more complex, presaging the dissolution of the 

tonal system and the works of Schoenberg and 

other 20th Century masters.  Mahlerõs        

constant juxtaposition of the banal and       

profound, the constantly shifting musical    

kaleidoscope of moods in his compositions 

and his profoundly introspective viewpoint 

(along with existential angst) presaged the art and life of contemporary man in a 20th Century 

filled with two world wars and revolutions of myriad kinds.  Interestingly enough, Mahler offered 

support to the young Schoenberg and his circle and consulted with Sigmund Freud in regard to 

marital difficulties, so in a very real sense Mahler truly was a òbridgeó between and the 19th and 

20th Centuries.  That being said, Mahler was and remained at heart a 19th Century German          

Romantic artist and the Fourth Symphony is truly the work of an artist solidly within that         

tradition.   
 

Mahler was an intensely religious man, although not in a traditional sense.  Born Jewish, he  

converted to Roman Catholicism in order to secure a position as Director of the Vienna State 

Opera in Catholic Austria.  But he never regularly attended services of any denomination, and 

could be better described as a spiritual seeker outside of organized religion.  That did not make 

his search less profound or sincereð in a very real sense, the one constant in his life was a 

search for religious truth and understanding, for God, and that search is at the heart of the 

Fourth Symphony. 
 

One of the finest conductors of his generation, 

Mahler reserved his summers for composition.  

The Fourth Symphony was composed during the 

summers of 1899 and 1900, but the kernel 

from which the symphony grew was written in 

1892.  The song Das Himmlische Leben (The 

Heavenly Life) was originally planned by Mahler 

to be used as the fifth movement of the six 

movement Third Symphony before he decided 

to use it as the finale of the Fourth Symphony.  

Based on a text from Arnim & Brentanoõs      

collection of folk poetry entitled Des Knaben 

Wunderhorn (The Youthõs Magic Horn), this  

collection exerted an enormous influence on 

19th Century German Romanticism.  Mahler set      

numerous texts from this collection and felt a 

real affinity with the simple yet profound spirit 

of these poems.  Das Himmlische Leben gives a 

view of heaven through the eyes of a child, and 

Mahler noted the òdeep mysticismó of the text. 
 

In a reversal of the normal symphonic           

procedure, where themes, musical and         

otherwise, are initially stated in the beginning of 

the work and developed throughout , in the 

Fourth Symphony the meaning of the work is 

truly only revealed in the last movementð and 

the musical themes upon which the symphony is based are seen in their basic forms at the end 

of the work, not the beginning.  As Mahler wrote to a fellow conductor prior to the Leipzig       

premiere of the symphony, òDid you overlook the thematic relationships that are of such        

importanceé each of the first three movements has the most profound and significant thematic 

links with the last.ó  The òprogramó of the symphony makes this unorthodox procedure           

necessaryð the symphony describes the journey from life, through death to heavenð and the 

ultimate truth and meaning of life are only revealed in heaven, and in the Himmlische Leben of 

the finale. 
 

Of especial interest is the second       

movement, where a violin is tuned up a 

step to approximate the crude sound of a 

fiddle.  The movement originally bore the 

subtitle, òDeath strikes up the dance for 

us; he strokes the fiddle most strangely 

and plays us up to heaven.ó  The image of 

death fiddling the dying to heaven is a 

common one in European folklore.  The 

third movement describes the ascent to 

heaven, with the climax of the movement 

(and the symphony) being the opening of 

the gates of heaven, announced by a     

radiant orchestral tutti.  The entire        

symphony breathes with an air of simplicity 

and innocence, a restful quiet that is both 

peaceful and profound.  The Fourth      

Symphony is a beautiful work and one that 

is many ways unique among  Mahlerõs  

symphonic creations. 
 

Originally scored for large orchestra, the 

ACO is performing the North American   

premiere of a version of the Fourth Symphony for 14 musicians by Klaus Simon.   
 

Mahlerõs Fourth Symphony in a North American premiere performance, paired with works by 

Vaughn Williams and Ravelð a perfect start to the ACOõs 20th Anniversary Season!  
 

For more information on Mahlerõs Fourth Symphony click here for a link to the program notes to 

the concert on the ACO website.   
 

Itõs not too late to subscribe for the 2010 Season!  Great seats remainð contact us today!  Vero 

Beach subscribers call the ACO Ticket Hotline at toll-free (866) 310-7521 or click here for a link 

to the ACO Website to subscribe online.  Stuart subscribers can call the Lyric Theatre Box Office 

at (772) 286-7827, visit the Lyric Theatre Box Office at 59 SW Flagler Avenue in downtown   

Stuart or click here for a link to order online.                             

A Special òThank Youó to all of our Loyal Patrons! 

Vero Beach Friends of the ACO 

Meet  to Plan 2009-2010 Season    

The Vero Beach Friends met in both November and            

December to begin planning for the 2010 ACO Season. 

Maestro Robertson and the ACO Cello Section 

ACO Music Director Stewart Robertson 

Gustav Mahlerõs 4th Symphonyð a Great  

Start to the ACOõs 20th Anniversary Season 

Gustav Mahlerõs Fourth Symphony is a towering work of    

genius and perhaps the composerõs most accessible and 

beautiful work.  Join the ACO as they open the 20th            

Anniversary Season with the North American premiere of 

Klaus Simonõs chamber version  of this immortal symphony. 

Please scroll down for complete article.  

Please scroll down for complete article.  

SERIES I  

JANUARY 7,2010  8:00 PM (VERO) 

JANUARY 8, 2010  4 & 8:00 PM (STUART) 

MUSIC BY VAUGHN WILLIAMS, RAVEL & MAHLER  
 

 

SERIES II  

FEBRUARY 3,2010 8:00 PM (VERO) 

FEBRUARY 5, 2010  4 & 8:00 PM (STUART) 

MUSIC BY R. STRAUSS, SNAS, BEETHOVEN 
 

 

ALL VERO BEACH CONCERTS AT  

THE WAXLAX CENTER AT SAINT EDõS 

BEHIND THE BATON SERIES 

Gustav Mahlerõs 4th Symphonyð A Great Start to the New ACO Season 

Gustav Mahler in 1906 in the Netherlands 

VERO BEACH FRIENDS MEET TO PLAN 2010 SEASON SUPPORT 

The Vero Beach Friends of the ACO met on November 4th and December 9th to discuss and 

begin planning support to the orchestra for the upcoming season.  Special guest at the          

December meeting was Stewart Robertson, who gave a much-appreciated preview of the ACOõs 

2010 Season.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on the Vero Beach Friends of the ACO please contact Sandie McGuinness 

by calling 772-713-6389 or by clicking here to e-mail Sandie.   

Sis Wolcott, Brenda Allen & Betty Jacobsen 

www.acomusic.org 

BEHIND THE BATON - VERO BEACH 

JANUARY 7,2010  

FEBRUARY 3, 2010 

MARCH 11, 2010  

MARCH 25, 2010  
 

9:30 AMñ11:30 AM 

RICHARDSON CENTER 

IRSC MUELEER CAMPUS IN VERO BEACH   

BEHIND THE BATON - STUART 

JANUARY 4,2010  

FEBRUARY 1, 2010 

MARCH 8, 2010 

MARCH 22, 2010  
 

9:30 AMñ11:30 AM 

IRSC CHASTAIN CAMPUS IN STUART   

President Mary Shoaf & Membership Chair Sandie McGuinness 

ACO Cellist Oksana Rusina 

Gustav Mahler 

Contemporary Caricatures of Mahler Conducting 

SERIES III  

MARCH 11,2010   8:00 PM (VERO) 

MARCH 12, 2010  4 & 8:00 PM (STUART) 

MUSIC BY TORKE, MILHAUD, BEETHOVEN 
 

SERIES IV  

MARCH 25,2010   8:00 PM (VERO) 

MARCH 26, 2010  4 & 8:00 PM (STUART) 

MUSIC BY DOOLEY, SCHUMANN, SCHUBERT 
 

 

ALL STUART CONCERTS AT THE LYRIC THEATRE  

ACO 2010 Orchestra Series Performances 

Stewart Robertson Discussing the 2010 Season with the Vero Beach Friends of the ACO 
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