
The ACOõs Second Series Concertõs feature music from 

known and unknown composers as well as a little-known 

work from the pen of a master.  Beethoven, Juan Francisco 

Sans and Richard Strauss are all featured on February 3 & 5.      
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ACO Second Series Concert Features the Familiar and Unfamiliar 

The ACOõs Second Series Concertõs feature   

music from known and unknown composers as 

well as a little-known work from the pen of a 

master- Beethoven, Juan Francisco Sans and 

Richard Strauss are all featured on February 3rd 

and 5th.      
 

The program includes Beethovenõs Sixth      

Symphony, the òPastoral;ó  Richard Straussõ   

little-known gem for chamber orchestra, his  

Tanzsuite; and Venezuelan composer Juan   

Francisco Sansõ virtuoso showpiece for bass, De 

la Liberacion de las Formas, featuring ACO   

Principal Bassist Luis Gomez. 
 

òWhat a wonderful concert we have in store for 

our patrons in February,ó states Larry Kopp, ACO 

Executive Director. òBeethovenõs Sixth Sym-

phony is an all-time masterpiece; Richard     

Straussõ Tanzsuite is a real treasure for      

chamber orchestra; and our fantastic, virtuoso 

Principal Bassist Luis Gomez is featured in a 

jazzy showpiece by Juan Sans.  This concert has 

a little bit of something for everyone and   

shouldnõt be missed!ó      
 

Richard Strauss is well and best known for his 

òtone poemsó written in the late 19th Century-  

Don Juan, Ein Heldenleben, Also Sprach Zarathustra and others are staples of the orchestral      

repertoire.  Outside of these tone poems and a handful of his operas (namely Salome, Der      

Rosenkavalier & Elektra) much of Straussõ rich repertoire of compositions is not regularly heard.  

Maestro Robertson has brought to light a charming work by Strauss, his Tanzsuite, written      

expressly for chamber orchestra and perfect for the ACO.  Composed in 1923, the work is just 

what the title in German implies: a suite of dances.  Based on keyboard music by the French 

baroque composer François Couperin, Tanzsuite was originally intended as a ballet, and in fact 

was debuted in a performance with the ballet company of the Vienna State Opera.  Elegant and 

graceful, the music is enchanting and this rare performance of this musical gem will sweep you 

off of your feet!              
 

Juan Francisco Sans is not a name that is well-known among concertgoers in the United States.  

In Latin America, however, Sans is well known as a musical òRenaissance man,ó active as    

composer, performer, historian and educator.  A long-time faculty member at the School of the 

Arts at the Universidad Central de Venezuela in his native country, Sans is a well-respected and 

integral part of musical life throughout the region. 
 

De la Liberacion de las Formas is a virtuoso 

showpiece for double bass and chamber 

orchestra.  Making extensive use of the jazz 

idiom, Sans composed a work that is       

exploits the virtuosic and technical abilities 

of the bass and requires a true artist to 

meet the myriad challenges inherent in the 

work.  Luckily, the ACO has a musician of 

that caliber in Principal Bassist Luis Gomez.         
 

ACO Principal Bassist Luis Gomez-Imbert 

enjoys a multi-faceted career as performer 

and pedagogue.  Raised in the rich       

Venezuelan musical tradition, Luis has    

always been surrounded by different forms 

of music and musicians who have been a 

major influence in his development as a 

musical performer. 
 

His love affair with the double bass started 

as Luis searched for his true voice in the 

musical world.  Soon after realizing that the 

double bass was going to be his musical 

voice, Luis began to showcase his            

instrument and new repertoire in venues 

across North, Central and South America.  

Several of these new works have also been 

premiered in Europe were Luis has been 

invited to play in different new music       

festivals in France, Austria, Italy and Spain.  His recordings include CDs with the Lyric label and 

also with the OO record label.  One of these recordings was awarded the 1992 New Recording of 

the Year by the Contemporary Record Society.  As a pedagogue, Luis joined the music faculty of 

Florida International University in the fall of 1994 as Professor of Double Bass Studies and    

Director of the FIU New Music Ensemble.   
 

òLuis Gomez is truly a virtuoso artist and we are fortunate to have him among the ôranksõ of the 

ACO, states Kopp.  òHe is well known among our patrons for his exceptional performances and 

animated stage presence.  We are proud to present Luis as a soloist and give our patrons the 

opportunity to hear and enjoy one of our musicians in such a prominent role.ó     
 

Finally, Ludwig van Beethovenõs Sixth Symphony is truly an immortal masterpiece and one of the     

composerõs best-known and loved works.  For more information on the òPastoraló Symphony, 

please see the feature article below.     
 

Maestro Robertson has done it again-  a concert that features a masterpiece by one of the    

giants of classical music, a little-known gem from a master musician and a virtuoso showpiece 

featuring one of our own incredible  musiciansð a concert that is quintessentially ACO!  
 

For tickets to the February 3rd Vero Beach performance or to subscribe in Vero Beach please 

call the ACO Ticket Hotline at toll-free (866) 310-7521 or click here for a link to the ACO       

Website.  For Stuart performances or to subscribe in Stuart please call the Lyric Theatre Box 

Office at (772) 286-7827 or visit the Lyric Theatre Box Office at 59 SW Flagler Avenue in    

downtown Stuart.     

In 2010 ACO Again Sees Increases in Subscribers 

Defying a poor economy, the ACO and its 

loyal patrons do it againé in 2010, the    

orchestra enjoyed another season with    

increases in subscription sales for all series 

concerts in both Vero Beach and Stuart.  

This is the fourth season in a row that the 

ACO has enjoyed increases in subscribers. 
 

òI am extremely pleased to announce that 

once again the ACO has increased the    

number of subscribers to our orchestra    

series performances,ó states Larry Kopp, 

ACO Executive Director.  òAnd not only do we 

have an overall increase, all three of our   

series performances enjoyed increases.  

Given the state of the economy and the   

perilous position many orchestras find   

themselves in today, we are extremely 

happy.ó 
 

Overall, the ACO has seen a 41% increase in 

subscribers over the past three seasons, a 

phenomenal increase by any standard, but 

especially so given the difficulties performing 

arts organizations have recently faced.           
 

òThese are truly tough times for the arts and 

arts organizations,ó states Kopp.  òThat we 

are able to continue our growth is all the 

more remarkable given the times in which we find ourselves.ó 
 

A recent study by the National Endowment for the Arts showed a nationwide decline of 20% in           

classical music participation/concert attendance during the period 2002-2008.  The ACO is  

significantly òbuckingó the nationwide trendð and couldnõt do it without the continued support of 

loyal patrons.  
 

òLiterally every day I see the dedication of our patrons,ó states Kopp.  òThey truly love their    

orchestra, are dedicated to it, and completely support the mission and vision of the                

organization.  They support 100% the direction in which the ACO is going and show that support 

by buying season tickets and donating to the orchestra.  This is their orchestra and we truly 

couldn't do it without their support.ó 
 

The Atlantic Classical Orchestra  belongs to the Treasure Coast community.  And the community 

supports the ACO in an ever-greater way by attending concerts in ever-greater numbers.   
 

òIncreasing attendance is truly validation of our mission,ó states Kopp.  òThe ACO, as a nonprofit 

organization, ultimately has a mission of community support.  That ever-larger segments of the 

community support our mission validates like nothing else can that we are on the right track.  

On behalf of Maestro Robertson and the entire ACO, our thanks to each and every patron for 

everything that they do to help the ACO.ó 

Know someone who should receive a newsletter?  Please click here. 
To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 
Questions or comments? E-mail us at acomusic@bellsouth.net or call toll-free (866) 310-7521 
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Classical  
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The famous, or perhaps òinfamousó if you 

were present, concert on December 22nd, 

1808, during which Beethovenõs Sixth   

Symphony was first heard was a marathon 

event even by early 19th Century standards.  

The concert also included the premiere of 

the Fifth Symphony and Fourth Piano      

Concerto along with numerous other shorter 

works.   
 

But germane to the Sixth Symphony, the 

composer provided to concertgoers present 

that evening a short, printed òprogramó of 

the Sixth Symphony, a highly unusual      

procedure for a concert during that era.  The 

òprogramó included the following: Pastoral 

Symphony, more an expression of feeling 

than painting.  1st piece: pleasant feelings 

which awaken in men on arriving in the 

countryside.  2nd piece: scene by the brook.  

3rd piece: merry gathering of country     

people, interrupted by 4th piece:  thunder 

and storm, into which breaks 5th piece:  

salutary feelings combined with thanks to 

God.    
 

That Beethoven was a true lover of nature was and is widely known.  Beethoven spent his    

summers far from his urban Viennese dwellings and whenever possible loved nothing better 

than solitary walks in nature.  These walks took on a religious, or spiritual, tone with Beethovenð 

it was an opportunity to commune with nature, be inspired with musical ideas (Beethoven     

always carried a small notebook with him to write down musical ideas as they came to mind) 

and ultimately to enjoy a communion with God.  Beethovenõs religious feelings about nature 

share less with contemporary German Romantics and more with the spirit of the American    

Transcendentalistsð the rugged individualism and observation of the working of God in nature 

best articulated by Ralph Waldo Emerson is predated by decades in Beethoven.     
 

It is not widely discussed or acknowledged today, 

but religion was of great importance to Beethoven 

throughout his life.  Beethoven was a profoundly 

religious person and read widely and deeply on 

religion in many forms.  It isnõt too much to say 

that religious understanding was next to music 

perhaps the most important aspect of his life.  

Beethoven wrote in a letter to Archduke Rudolph, 

òGodé sees into my innermost heart and knows 

that as a man I perform most conscientiously the 

duties which Humanity, God and Nature enjoin 

upon meéó  Beethoven saw his life as one of    

service to the trinity of humanity, God and nature.  

The Sixth Symphony, then, can be seen as        

ultimately a religious work, an expression of     

Beethovenõs religious feelings inspired by nature. 
 

Written almost wholly in 1808, the Sixth Symphony 

shares a gestational period with the Fifth         

Symphony, its antipode in almost every way.  The 

Sixth is a peaceful, gentle work, whereas the Fifth 

is full of ferocious energy and struggle.  Bearing 

the title òPastoral Symphony, or Recollections of 

Country Lifeó in the autograph score, the Sixth has the following headings to each movement in 

the autograph, recalling the short òprogram notesó of the premiere: 1st Movement, òPleasant, 

cheerful feelings aroused on approaching the countryside;ó 2nd Movement, òScene by the 

brook;ó 3rd Movement, òJolly gathering of villagers;ó 4th Movement, Thunderstorm;ó 5th    

Movement, òShepherdõs song.  Grateful thanks to the Almighty after the storm.ó   
 

Historians have noted that Beethoven òadaptedó 

the movement titles from a work by an obscure 

Swabian composer, Justin Heinrich Knecht, whose 

piece Le Portrait musical de la nature was adver-

tised in about 1784 on the same page in Bosslerõs 

music journal that advertised Beethovenõs three 

Electoral Sonatas.  That being said, the òextraó 

movement, the descriptive titles and pictorial and 

programmatic details such as the bird calls were 

novelties enough to warrant Beethoven including 

notes on the composition for the first                 

performance, an unheard of procedure.  The work 

does recall Baroque pictorial and pastoral subject 

matter, but whereas in baroque writing the intent 

was a precise musical representation of nature, in 

Beethoven it is the feelings engendered by the 

various scenes that are represented, which is an 

enormous difference of profound import to an  

accurate understanding of the composition.   
 

Beethovenõs quest for religious meaning and understanding was a constant throughout his life.  

At the core of his being he viewed communion with nature as an important aspect of that quest.  

The Pastoral Symphony can be viewed as an important autobiographical document that         

describes Beethovenõs inner life and important musically as a work of genius.  The profound 

peace and contentment in the Sixth Symphony mirrors the experiences of spiritual seekers of all 

ages and places, confirming not only its authenticity but its universal appeal for all mankind. 

A Special òThank Youó to all of our Loyal Patrons! 

The ACO is Flying High on March 2ndñ 

Join us for a 20th Anniversary Celebration  

Join Maestro Stewart Robertson in a gala celebration of the 

ACOõs 20th Anniversary on March 2nd, 2010, in Vero Beach.  

ACO Principal Bassist Luis Gomez 

ACO Cellist Jonah Kim 

Beethovenõs Sixth  

Symphony- A Geniusõ Paean to Nature  

Beethovenõs Sixth, named the òPastoraló Symphony, is an 

audience favorite and a work frankly based on the            

composerõs profound love of nature.  Experience nature 

through the eyes of a geniusð babbling brooks, dancing  

peasants and even thunderstorms appear!    

Please scroll down for complete article.  

Please scroll down for complete article.  

Beethovenõs Sixth Symphonyð A Paean to Nature  

Famous Portrait of Ludwig van Beethoven 

ACO Chamber Series Concerts Opened on January 30th and 31st 

The ACOõs Chamber Series Concerts opened on January 30th and 31st with a recital by         

Concertmaster Leonid Sigal and pianist Kimball Gallagher.  The Stuart performance at the Blake 

Library enjoyed a standing-room only audience of approximately 350; the Vero Beach             

performance saw an increase in audience size of well over 50% compared to last yearõs          

inaugural season!    
 

If you missed the wonderful performances, readers of the ACO E-Newsletter can enjoy the photo 

montage below from the January 30th performance.        
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ACO 2010 Orchestra Series Performances 

SERIES I  

JANUARY 7,2010  8:00 PM (VERO) 

JANUARY 8, 2010  4 & 8:00 PM (STUART) 

MUSIC BY VAUGHN WILLIAMS, RAVEL & MAHLER  
 

 

SERIES II  

FEBRUARY 3,2010 8:00 PM (VERO) 

FEBRUARY 5, 2010  4 & 8:00 PM (STUART) 

MUSIC BY R. STRAUSS, SANS, BEETHOVEN 
 

 

ALL VERO BEACH CONCERTS AT  

THE WAXLAX CENTER AT SAINT EDõS 

SERIES III  

MARCH 11,2010   8:00 PM (VERO) 

MARCH 12, 2010  4 & 8:00 PM (STUART) 

MUSIC BY TORKE, MILHAUD, BEETHOVEN 
 

SERIES IV  

MARCH 25,2010   8:00 PM (VERO) 

MARCH 26, 2010  4 & 8:00 PM (STUART) 

MUSIC BY DOOLEY, SCHUMANN, SCHUBERT 
 

 

ALL STUART CONCERTS AT THE LYRIC THEATRE  

2010 ACO CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES 

SERIES CONCERT I    

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30, 2010  11:00 AM 

BLAKE LIBRARY, ARMSTRONG AUDITORIUM 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, 2010      4:00 PM 

VERO BEACH MUSEUM OF ART 
 

LEONID SIGAL, VIOLIN 

KIMBALL GALLAGHER, PIANO 
 

PROKOFIEV Sonata #2 for Violin & Piano 

STRAVINSKY Divertimento after The  

  Fairyõs Kiss for Violin & Piano 

TCHAIKOVSKY Serenade Melancolique 

  Valse-Scherzo  

 

SERIES CONCERT II    

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2010  11:00 AM 

BLAKE LIBRARY, ARMSTRONG AUDITORIUM 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2010      4:00 PM 

VERO BEACH MUSEUM OF ART 
 

THE ARMITAGE TRIO 

JEFF YANG, VIOLIN 

IAN MAKSIN, CELLO 

GEORGE LEPAUW, PIANO 
 

SMETANA  Piano Trio in G Minor  

DVOƍćK  Piano Trio #3 in F Minor 

SERIES CONCERT III    

SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 2010  11:00 AM 

BLAKE LIBRARY, ARMSTRONG AUDITORIUM 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 7, 2010      4:00 PM 

VERO BEACH MUSEUM OF ART 
 

MUSICIANS OF THE ACO 

YOUNG VOCAL ARTISTS FROM  

THE FLORIDA GRAND OPERA 

SELCETIONS FROM: 
 

GADE  Piano Trio in F  

LEIFS  String Quartet 

  òVita et Morsó 

KILPINEN  Songs  

STENHAMMAR String Quartet #4 

SINDING  Piano Quintet in C Minor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The ACO in Concert in 2009 

Ludwig van Beethoven 

ACO is Flying Highð Join Us at Our 20th Anniversary Celebration Gala 

2010 marks a special anniversary for the Atlantic 

Classical Orchestrað the ACO has been making 

great music for the Treasure Coast community for 

20 years! 
 

To celebrate two decades of great music and   

support to our community, the ACO is holding a 

special 20th Anniversary Celebration Gala on 

March 2nd, 2010, 6:00 pm, at The Moorings Club 

in Vero Beach. 
 

òThe ACO is proud to reach 20-years of age and to 

have enjoyed continued growth and successes 

throughout our two decades of existence,ó states 

Larry Kopp, ACO Executive Director.  òOur 20th 

Anniversary Celebration is truly for our patrons, as 

the ACO belongs to them and they are responsible 

for the many successes of the orchestra.  We 

couldnõt have done it without them!ó 
 

To make this evening memorable, it was decided 

to include a concert by a portion of the ACO as the 

main part of the eveningõs entertainment, as well 

as after dinner dancing to the ACO as well.             
 

òIn the past we have routinely had chamber groups from within the ACO perform at orchestra 

fundraisers,ó states Kopp.  òFor the 20th Anniversary, we decided to put together a substantial 

ensemble of 10 musicians to perform, both a concert and for dancing after dinner.  This is, in 

essence, an additional concert by the orchestra for our 20th Anniversary.ó 
 

Orchestras this size are common in Europe, especially Germany, where they historically have 

performed at òspasó and at other outdoor venues as popular entertainment.  The ACO will be     

performing arrangements of classical music for this size ensembleð waltzes and polkas  by the 

Strauss family as well as other light classical favorites.  And as part of the after-dinner            

entertainment guests will have the chance to waltz to the ACO as well! 
 

The evening will include cocktails, a concert by the orchestra, a gourmet dinner and finally  

dancing to the strains of the ACO!  Of special interest and in line with the òFlying Highó theme, 

there will be an auction for the opportunity to win a trip in a hot air balloon!  And besides        

enjoying a great evening of music and fun, proceeds from this evening will go towards            

supporting the ACO during our 20th Anniversary Season! 
 

The Moorings Club is the perfect location for this special eventð located south of Vero Beach 

right off of Route A1A, the club has a beautiful ball room, noted cuisine and a location that 

makes it convenient for patrons of all communities on the Treasure Coast to attend.   
 

òIn the past õFriendsõ from both Vero Beach and Stuart have put together fundraising events for 

their respective communities,ó states Kopp.  òThe 20th Anniversary Celebration, however, is for 

all of our patrons, irrespective of where they reside.  The Moorings as is close to the center of 

our large geographic area as we could find, between Vero Beach and Fort Pierce.  We are one 

orchestra with one mission, and we hope that patrons from all of our communities can attend 

this special evening.ó 
 

Celebrate two decades of great music and support to the Treasure Coastð come to the ACOõs 

20th Anniversary Celebration Gala on March 2nd, 2010!  Tickets are $250/person and $500/

person.  For more information or to RSVP please contact Jean McMullan at (772) 231-3298 or 

the ACO Office at toll-free (866) 310-7521.  Or to RSVP on-line please click here.  We hope to 

see you there!              

The ACO is Flying High at 20-Years Young! 

Flying High, Atlantic Classical Orchestraõs 20th Anniversary Celebration 

Tuesday, March 2nd, 2010 

6:00 pm 

The Moorings Club 

100 Harbour Drive, Vero Beach 

Virtuoso- $500/person  

Patron- $250/person  
 

RSVP 

Jean McMullan (772) 231-3298 

ACO Office Toll Free (866) 310-7521 
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