
The ACO recently received the second annual $200,000   
installment in matching funds from an anonymous donor as 
part of the orchestraôs Challenge Gift Campaignï a huge  
financial boost during difficult economic times.   
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Please scroll down for complete article.  

May 7th, 2009, found the ACO String Quartet performing at 
the Quail Valley River Club in a special event for members 
and guests.  This concert is part of a new outreach program 
designed to expand the orchestraôs patron base and support 
to the Treasure Coast community.       

Please scroll down for complete article.  
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ACO Receives Second $200,000 Installment of Challenge Gift  

The ACO recently received the second 
annual $200,000 installment in    
matching funds from an anonymous 
donor as part of the orchestraôs     
Challenge Gift Campaignï a huge  
f inancial boost during diff icult          
economic times. 
 
ñOur Challenge Gift Campaign has 
been an incredible success for the 
ACO,ò states Larry Kopp, ACO       
Executive Director.  ñFor the second 
year in a row we have raised $200,000 
in qualifying gifts that allowed us to 
receive the maximum in funds       
available to us from the anonymous 
donor.  Combined, the donations and 
match equaled $400,000 in funds 
given to the ACO during 2008.       
Considering the economic conditions, 

this generosity is remarkable and speaks volumes as to the dedication to and a real             
commitment by the Treasure Coast community towards the ACO.ò   
 
The Challenge Gift Campaign began in 2007, spurred on by the commitment of an anonymous 
donor to give up to $1 million in matching funds over a five year period to the ACO.  Individual 
gifts of $10,000 or greater or pledges of $10,000 or greater completed by December 31, 2011, 
are eligible for matching funds as part of the Challenge Gift Campaign.  A total of $200,000 a 
year is available in matching funds, and for the second consecutive year the ACO has met the 
goal of raising $200,000 in eligible gifts and received the maximum available in matching funds.  
Matching funds from the anonymous donor go directly into the orchestraôs endowment fund;  
individual donors have the opportunity to direct their donation in any way they choose.  To date, 
the ACO has a total of over $600,000 in pledges and gifts towards this critically important    
campaign.  
 
ñAs we enter our 20th Anniversary 
Season the ACO is truly óon a roll,ôò 
states Kopp.  ñThe orchestra is 
performing at a higher artistic level 
than ever, truly at a world class 
level.  Despite the difficult         
economic conditions, we are      
projecting a budget surplus our 
current season.  We just launched 
an extremely successful chamber 
music series in partnership with the 
Vero Beach Museum of Art.  And 
the 08-09 Season saw the best 
ever attendance at our concerts.  
Our patrons and the entire     
Treasure Coast community have 
shown incredible support towards 
the ACO in every way and it is with 
great anticipation that we look towards our 20th Anniversary Season.ò         
 
Given the current economic conditions and the resulting difficulties faced by non-profit           
organizations, a robust endowment is fast becoming a necessity.  And with the Challenge Gift 
Campaign continuing to raise much-needed funds as well as building a endowment for long-
term success, the ACO stands poised to continue offering the finest in classical music to    
Treasure Coast audiences for decades to come.  
 
For more information on how patrons can make a critical contribution to the future of the ACO by 
donating or making a pledge to the Challenge Gift Campaign, please click here or contact ACO 
Executive Director Larry Kopp at (772) 460-0850.   

Quail Valley River Club Event a Huge Success  

The ACO is truly the ñbest kept musical secretò on the 
Treasure Coasté and the board and staff of the      
orchestra have decided to do something about it! 
 
The first of a series of concerts at clubs and gated  
communities throughout the Treasure Coast by the 
ACO String Quartet was held on May 7th at the        
exclusive Quail Valley River Club in Vero Beach.     
Demand was great for this eventï over 130 members 
and guests attended and were wowed by a varied     
program from J.S. Bach to tangos by Astor Piazzolla!  
Special guest for this performance was Music Director 
Stewart Robertson, who provided a short introduction 
and gave everyone present an opportunity to meet and 
talk with the ñMaestro!ò 
 
ñThe ACO is truly the óbest kept musical secretô on the 
Treasure Coast,ò states Larry Kopp, ACO Executive 
Director.  ñWhile our audiences have been growing 
every season we still find that there are many residents 
on the Treasure Coast who are unaware of the musical 
gem in their midst.  We are truly a world-class musical 
organization and we want to afford the opportunity to as 
many residents as possible to enjoy the wonderful   
musical presentations of our orchestra.ò    

 
By bring smaller, ñchamberò groups into the many clubs and gated communities in the area the 
ACO can give residents and members an idea of the musical excellence that is at the heart of 
the orchestra as an organization.  Led by Assistant 
Concertmaster Rafael Elvira, the ACO String Quartet 
has performed at many orchestra functions and       
concerts throughout the community, providing musical 
excellence and outreach to the entire Treasure Coast.  
Other members of the quartet are Monica Cheveresan, 
violin; Rebecca Diderrich, viola; and Oksana Rusina, 
cello.   
 
Due to the success of the Quail Valley event further 
concerts as part of this outreach initiative have already 
been scheduled: December 4th at Mariner Sands 
Country Club in Stuart and December 6th at The    
Moorings in Vero Beach.   
 
ñThe ACO is truly coming into its own as a musical 
force, not only locally but on the national and            
international music scenes as well,ò states Kopp.  ñOur 
enthusiasm for the orchestra is boundless, and we 
hope to share that enthusiasm with our community 
through these special outreach events that will raise 
the profile of the orchestra throughout the Treasure 
Coast during our 20th Anniversary Season.ò 
 
Interested in having a quartet from the ACO perform in 
your gated community or club?  Please contact ACO 
Executive Director Larry Kopp for more information.   
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ACO Musician Interview - Violinist Monica Cheveresan  

1.  Where were you born?   Tell us a little about 
your youth and upbringing?  
 

I was born in Arad, Romania.  I started playing the 
violin at age 6, and at age 9 I left home and 
moved to the neighboring city Timisoara in order 
to attend the "Ion Vidu" National Art College. 
  
2.  Earliest musical memories?  
 

I remember going to all the classical concerts in 
my city and being fascinated with the musical   
instruments and the sound of the orchestra.  
 
3.  Your education?   Where did you attend col-
lege, primary teachers?  
 

I came to US when I was 19 years old to attend 
The Harid Conservatory in Boca Raton and re-
ceived my Bachelor's Degree after studying there 
for four years with Sergiu Schwartz.  I also hold a 
Master Degree from Boston University, where I 
studied with Peter Zazofsky and Malcolm Lowe.  

  
4.  Why did you choose your instrument?  
 

I chose to play violin because I used to listen to my older sister practice at home and it seemed 
like fun.  
 
5.  When did you know you wanted to be a professional musician?  
 

I have always wanted to become a professional musician, or at least as far back as I can       
remember.  
 
6.  Who were/are your most important musical influences?  
 

There are so many teachers, conductors and musicians that helped me along the way that it is 
very difficult to pick up just a few. 
 
7.  Most inspiring composers?  
 

Brahms, Shostakovich & Verdi.  
 
8.  What would you be if not a musician?  
 

Psychologist.  
 
9.  Your favorite thing about playing in the ACO?  
 

Playing in the ACO is very satisfying on many levels, both musically and personally.  I           
particularly love the repertoire chosen by our Music Director Stewart Robertson, repertoire that 
combines some of the most famous orchestral works with lesser known but very interesting 
pieces of music.  
  
10.  With what other ensembles do you perform/where do you teach?  
 

Some of my regular orchestra jobs in the area are: Palm Beach Opera Orchestra, Palm Beach 
Symphony, Palm Beach Pops, Klezmer Company Orchestra.  I have also been fortunate 
enough to have the opportunity to tour throughout Europe and Asia with the Verbier Festival 
Chamber Orchestra, which last summer was directed by Joshua Bell and Gabor Takacs-Nagy.  
 
11.  What is in your CD player right now?  
 

Schubert piano music.  
 
12.  What do you like to do outside of work/hobby/pastime(s)?  
 

Traveling, swimming, reading & cooking.  

A Special òThank Youó to all of our Loyal Patrons! 

Meet the Musicians of the ACO  

Have you ever wanted to know more about the musicians of 
the ACO you see on stage every concert?  Scroll down for an 
interview with ACO violinist Monica Cheveresan. 

ACO Woodwind Section 

ACO String Quartet Cellist Oksana Rusina 

ACO Assistant Concertmaster Rafael Elvira 

ACO Violinist Monica Cheveresan 

Itõs Not Too Late to Subscribe to the ACOõs 

Upcoming 2010 Season  

Procrastinating about subscribing to the ACOôs 2010        
Season?  There is no reason to wait any longer!  Great seats 
are still available for both Vero Beach and Stuart series     
performances.  But donôt waité the best seats are going 
fast... subscribe today!             

Please scroll down for complete article.  

Please scroll down for complete article.  

ACO Principal Cellist Ian Maksin (with Principal Bassist Luis 
Gomez in the background). 

Itõs Not Too Late to Subscribe to the ACOõs 2010 Season 

Procrastinating about subscribing to the ACOôs 
2010 Season?  There is no reason to wait any 
longer!  Great seats are still available for both Vero 
Beach and Stuart series performances.  But donôt 
waité the best seats are going fast... subscribe 
today!             
 
ñIf you havenôt yet subscribed to the ACOôs 2010 
Season, now is the time to do so,ò states Larry 
Kopp, ACO Executive Director.  ñWe always have a 
huge rush at the end of the year for new and     
renewing subscriptions, so now is the time if you 
want the best choice of remaining seats.ò 
 
The 2010 Season is exciting in myriad waysï not 
only is it the orchestraôs 20th Anniversary Season, 
it is full of exciting new artistic endeavors for the 
orchestra.  Maestro Robertson and the ACO are 
performing a chamber version of Mahlerôs Fourth 
Symphony for 14 musicians, and Milhaudôs 20th 
Century masterpiece La Création du Monde is for a 
similar-sized ensemble of 18 players.  And the   
orchestra is performing works by Beethoven 
(Symphony #6 &  the Violin Concerto), Schubert 
(Unfinished Symphony in a reconstructed four-
movement version), Schumann (Piano Concerto) 
and Richard Strauss (Tanzsuite).  World-class   

music, world-class musicians and artists in programs that are quintessentially ACOï all in    
celebration of our 20th Anniversary!  It all adds up to a season not to be missed! 
 
ñMaestro Robertson and the musicians and staff of the ACO are incredibly excited about the 
upcoming 2010 Season,ò states Kopp.  ñWe hope as many patrons as possible will subscribe to 
ensure the best seating at the best priceï and not miss a note of the exceptional music!ò  
 
Join Maestro Robertson and the ACO in 2010ï subscribe today! 
 

By Mail:  Mail the order form inside the 2010 Season Brochure sent to all patrons in late March 
2009.  To request a brochure by e-mail please click here.  Or to download an order form in PDF 
Format for you to print and mail, please click here for Stuart subscribers; here for Vero Beach 
subscribers. 
 
By Phone:   To renew or order your subscription by phone please call the ACO Box Office at our 
Toll Free Ticket Hotline 1-866-310-7521. 
 
On-Line:  To visit the ACO website and order subscriptions using our secure PayPal account 
please click here.   
 

Donõt Delay!  Subscribe Today! 

ACO Violists Rebecca Diderrich  
and Matthew Barwegen 

Subscribing to the ACOõs 2010 Season 
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