
The ACO ends the 2009 Season in a series of concerts    
featuring a group of virtuoso artists that are often overlookedï 
the musicians of the Atlantic Classical Orchestra!  Spotlighted 
will be the ACOôs Principal Cellist, Ian Maksin, in a            
performance of Tchaikovskyôs Rococo Variations.  
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Please scroll down for complete article.  

2010 is going to be a remarkable yearï it marks the 20th  
Anniversary of the Atlantic Classical Orchestraôs first         
performances!  And in honor of this special season Music 
Director Stewart Robertson has put together a series of    
incredible concerts that celebrate this important milestone in 
the history of our orchestra.     
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Series IV Concerts Feature the Musicians of the ACO  

The ACO ends the 2009 Season in a series of      
concerts featuring a group of virtuoso artists that are 
often overlookedï the musicians of the Atlantic    
Classical Orchestra!  Spotlighted will be the ACOôs 
Principal Cellist, Ian Maksin, in a performance of 
Tchaikovskyôs Rococo Variations.  
 
ñOur final series concerts of 2009 feature, fittingly 
enough, the virtuoso musicians of the ACO,ò states 
Larry Kopp, ACO Executive Director.  ñWe are      
extremely proud of the quality of our musicians and 
the incredible artistry they bring to every                
performance.  This concert features not only our  
Principal Cellist as soloist but the entire ACO in John 
McCabeôs Concerto for Chamber Orchestra and 
Saint-Saëns Symphony #2.  Our orchestra is the 
equal of any chamber orchestra in the world and we 
thought it proper to feature our talented musicians on 
the final concerts of the 2009 Season.ò          
 
Opening the concert is a type of work audiences 
have come to expect from Maestro Robertsonï a 
little-known gem brought to our attention for the first 
time!  Sir Alexander MacKenzie was a well-known 
musical figure in late-19th and early-20th Century 
Britain.  His Benedictus was incredibly popular at the 
time of itôs composition, before disappearing from 
concert programs altogether.  Featuring beautiful 

melodies and lush harmonies, it is undoubtedly a gorgeous work and proof yet again that a 
great melody never goes out of style! 
 
British composer John McCabeôs Concerto for Chamber Orchestra is just what the title implies- 
a chance for individual members of the orchestra to appear as soloists within the framework of 
the composition as a whole.  The Concerto for Chamber Orchestra gives individual members of 
the ACO a chance to ñshineò in virtuosic interludes, showing off the exceptional quality of our 
orchestra individually as well as collectively.      
 
And speaking of both beautiful AND virtuosic, Peter Ilyich Tchaikovskyôs Variations on a Rococo 
Theme besides being a virtuoso showpiece for cello has held audiences spellbound with its 
sheer grace, elegance and beauty since its premiere in 1877.  Tackling the extremely           
challenging solo cello part is the ACOôs own Principal Cellist, Ian Maksin.       
 
Cellist Ian Maksin has been described by 
the critics as one of the most passionate 
and versatile players of his generation.  
After  giving his first cello recital at the 
age of six in his native St. Petersburg, 
Russia, Mr. Maksin has performed as a 
soloist and as a part of chamber         
ensembles throughout Russia, Europe, 
and the Americas.  In the United States, 
he has given critically acclaimed         
performances in New York City, Boston, 
Miami, Chicago, San Francisco, and 
many other major cities.  
 
Several of Mr. Maksinôs live                
performances and interviews have been 
broadcast on National  Public Radio and 
its affiliate stations throughout the Unites 
States.   Mr. Maksin has appeared as a 
concerto soloist with numerous           
orchestras throughout the United States 
and Europe and has been the winner of 
several competitions, including the New 
World Symphony Competition and the 
Westmoreland Young Artist Competition.  
 
The final work on the program is a little-
known work by a well-known composer- 
Camille Saint-Sa±nsô Symphony #2.  Saint-Saëns emerged as a child prodigy in the mid-19

th
 

Century and held an honored place in French musical life until his death in 1921.  Fellow French 
composer Hector Berlioz said famously of a young Saint-Sa±ns, ñHe knows everything, but 
lacks inexperience,ò and it was a young 24-year old Saint-Saëns who composed the Second 
Symphony with which the ACO will complete its 19

th
 Season.  A sophisticated work that at the 

same time is quite accessible to audiences, it breathes the same air as the famous Symphony 
#3, the ñOrganò Symphony, of the same composer and is a fitting conclusion to the best season 
yet for the Atlantic Classical Orchestra.       
 
ñThe 2009 Season has been a great one for the ACO,ò states Kopp.  ñWe have again exceeded 
our Annual Fund Campaign Goals, exceeded $600,000 in gifts and pledges to the Challenge 
Gift Campaign, have had the best attendance ever at our orchestra series performances, and 
our chamber music series is going wonderfully.  And most importantly, the orchestra continues 
to improve from concert to concert.  Maestro Robertsonôs and the musicianôs dedication to the 
ACO and artistic excellence allow the orchestra to continue to thrive and grow, to the benefit of 
our patrons and the entire Treasure Coast community.         
 
Orchestra musicians featured, a trademark ACO program of classics and unknown gems and 
the Treasure Coastôs own world-class ensemble- it all adds up to a concert experience not to be 
missed!  
 
For tickets and information for the Vero Beach performance on Thursday, March 26th, 8:00 pm, 
please contact the ACO Box Office at toll-free (866) 310-7521, or purchase tickets on-line at the 
ACOôs website, www.acomusic.org.  For tickets to the Stuart performances on Tuesday March 
31st 4:00 pm and 8:00 pm, please contact the Lyric Box Office at (772) 286-7827, or on-line at 
www.lyrictheatre.com.       

ACO 2010 Orchestral Series Concerts  
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ACO Announces 20th Anniversary Season  

2010 is going to be a remarkable yearï 
it marks the 20th  Anniversary of the  
Atlantic Classical Orchestraôs first         
performances!  And in honor of this   
special season Music Director Stewart 
Robertson has put together a series of    
incredible concerts that celebrate this 
important milestone in the history of our 
orchestra.     
 
ñFor an orchestra to reach twenty years 
of age is certainly a milestone,ò states 
Larry Kopp, ACO Executive Director.  
ñBut to celebrate twenty years of       
continuous artistic growth, reaching a 
world-class artistic level, is phenomenal!  
The entire ACO familyï musicians,    
patrons, volunteers and staffï should 
share in the pride of this moment, as 
should the entire Treasure Coast     
community.ò   
 
And the best is truly yet to come!  The 
2010 ACO Season shows off our       
orchestra in programs that are sure to 
impressï the ACO is tackling repertoire 

that will challenge the orchestra and will be a delight to your ears!  Maestro Robertson has done 
it again, putting together programs that include all-time classics, audience favorites and a      
surprise or two of undiscovered gems sure to delight! 
 
The orchestral series concerts begin on January 7th, 2010, in Vero Beach, and January 8th, 
2010, in Stuart, with a program including two acknowledged masterpieces: Ravelôs La Tombeau 
de Couperin and Mahlerôs Fourth Symphony!  Mahlerôs Fourth Symphony, originally composed 
for full symphony orchestra, will be performed by the virtuoso musicians of the ACO in a rare 
chamber version, utilizing only 13 instrumentalists!  Paired with Ralph Vaughn Williams Overture 
to The Wasps this is a concert not to be missed and an exciting start to the ACOôs 20th         
Anniversary Season! 
 
February 3rd, 2010, in Vero Beach, and      
February 6th, 2010, in Stuart, bring the ACO 
back to the stage to present the orchestraôs 
Series II Concerts.  Featured on these     
concerts are two German composers and 
titans of the classical music worldï Richard 
Strauss and Beethoven.  Straussô delightful 
Tanzsuite is music inspired by the French 
composer Couperin, and Beethovenôs Sixth, 
nicknamed the ñPastoral,ò is a paean to    
nature and is Beethoven at his most         
engaging and innocently beautiful.  Paired 
with the two Germanic masterpieces is South 
American composer Juan Francisco Sansô 
jazz inspired showpiece for the double bass, 
De la liberacion de las formas, with ACO 
Principal Bassist Luis Gomez as soloist.   
 
Beethoven makes a ñreturn appearanceò to 
the ACO on the Series III Orchestral        
Concerts on March 11, 2010, in Vero Beach, 
and March 12, 2010, in Stuart.  This time, the 
ACO will be performing Beethovenôs         
immortal Violin Concerto, with Tchaikovsky 
Competition Gold Medalist Elmar Oliveira as 
soloist.  Also on the program are Darius      
Milhaudôs 20th Century classic La Création 
du Monde and contemporary composer    
Michael Torkeôs Adjustable Wrench, called by a critic, ñ...the modern equivalent of a Mozart   
Divertimento.ò  Undoubtedly, an exciting program that could only be brought to you by the ACO! 
 
The ACOôs 2010 Season ends with concerts on 
March 25th, 2010, in Vero Beach, and March 
26th, 2010, in Stuart, featuring two works that 
are considered among the finest examples of 
19th Century German romantic music.  Franz 
Schubertôs Symphony #8, called the 
ñUnfinished,ò will be a heard in ñfinishedò four-
movement version, completed from sketches 
by Schubert of the third movement and the  
reintroduction of the fourth movement from its 
use in the incidental music to Rosamunde.  
And arch-romantic Robert Schumannôs Piano 
Concerto will be performed featuring the Gold 
Medalist of the 2007 Scottish International   
Piano Competition, Tom Poster.  Completing 
the program is young American composer Paul 
Dooleyôs concert opener Pomo Canyon Air.    
 
In 2010 the ACO will continue our successful 
and growing Chamber Music Series             
performancesï in Vero Beach in partnership 
with the Vero Beach Museum of Art, and in 
Stuart as part of the Blake Libraryôs           
Chautauqua South Series.  Also, a further   
performance of each series concert will be held 
at the Jupiter Campus of Florida Atlantic      
University.  Tentatively scheduled concerts include a recital by ACO Concertmaster Leonid   
Sigal; a recital of music for duo piano by prize winners from the Dranoff International Two Piano 
competition; and a program of chamber music by Scandinavian music.   
 
2010 will also bring with it expanded education offerings, including a new lecture series by 
Maestro Stewart Robertson in both Vero Beach and Stewart as part of Indian River State      
Collegeôs Lifelong Learning Institute.  New also is a similar program at the Jupiter Campus of 
Florida Atlantic University.  Look for more information on our education programs and chamber 
music series later this spring in a brochure devoted exclusively to these exciting offerings to the 
community.        
 
The ACOôs 20th Anniversary Seasonsï programs that are quintessentially ACO in performances 
that are in a league of our own!  Join us in 2010 as we celebrate the living legacy that is our  
orchestra and look forward to a shared future of growing musical excellence and support to the 
community. 
 
Subscribe early to ensure best seatingï new subscribers and requests for seating changes are 
processed in the order they are received, so the earlier we receive your subscription form the 
better the seats!  Subscription brochures will be mailed the first week of April and current      
subscribers have until May 1st, 2009 to renew their current seats.  If you do not receive a      
brochure in the mail please click here to request a 2010 Season Brochure . 

A Special òThank Youó to all of our Loyal Patrons! 

Thursday, January 7th, 2010, 8:00 pm    ACO Series I Concerts  
Waxlax Center for the Performing Arts  
at St. Edwards School 
Tickets: $40 
 

Friday, January 8th, 2010, 4:00 & 8:00 pm     
Lyric Theatre 
Stuart 
Tickets: $40 (4:00 pm) & $45 (8:00 pm) 
 

Music by Vaughn Williams (Overture to The Wasps), Ravel  
(La Tombeau de Couperin), Mahler (Symphony #4) 

 
Wednesday, February 3rd, 2010, 8:00 pm   ACO Series II Concerts  
Waxlax Center for the Performing Arts  
at St. Edwards School 
Tickets: $40 
 

Friday, February 5th, 2010, 4:00 & 8:00 pm     
Lyric Theatre 
Stuart 
Tickets: $40 (4:00 pm) & $45 (8:00 pm) 
 

Music by Strauss (Tanzsuite), Sans (De la Liberacion  
de las formas), Beethoven (Symphony #6 ñPastoralò) 

 
Thursday, March 11th, 2010, 8:00 pm    ACO Series III Concerts  
Waxlax Center for the Performing Arts  
at St. Edwards School 
Tickets: $40 
 

Friday, March 12th, 2010, 4:00 & 8:00 pm     
Lyric Theatre 
Stuart 
Tickets: $40 (4:00 pm) & $45 (8:00 pm) 
 

Music by Torke (Adjustable Wrench), Milhaud  
(La Création du Monde), Beethoven (Violin Concerto) 

 
Thursday, March 25, 2010, 8:00 pm    ACO Series IV Concerts  
Waxlax Center for the Performing Arts  
at St. Edwards School 
Tickets: $40 
 

Friday, March 26th, 2010, 4:00 & 8:00 pm     
Lyric Theatre 
Stuart 
Tickets: $40 (4:00 pm) & $45 (8:00 pm) 
 

Music by Dooley (Pomo Canyon Air), Schumann  
(Piano Concerto), Schubert (Symphony #8 ñUnfinishedò) 

ACO Principal Cellist Ian Maksin 

ACO Principal Oboist Erika Yamada 

Please Give to the ACOõs  

20th Anniversary  

Annual Campaign!  

 

Help support the living legacy  

that is our orchestra.  

Composer Gustav Mahler 

ACO Principal Bassist Luis Gomez 

Violinist Elmar Oliveira 
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