
Incredibly popular soloists from the 2008 Season return to-
gether as special guest artists on the Atlantic Classical Or-
chestraôs Series II concerts.  Pianist Christopher OôRiley and 
wunderkind violinist Caroline Goulding make a triumphant 
return to Treasure Coast stages!  
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The ACO and the Dranoff Two Piano Foundation brought the 
gift of music to hundreds of elementary school children in the 
Miami/Dade County Public Schools during January.  The 
ñgrand finaleò was a concert by the full orchestra and Dranoff 
Gold Medalists at University of Miamiôs Gusman Hall. 

Please scroll down for complete article.  
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ACO Chamber  Music Series a Success in 

Stuart and Vero Beach  

The ACO Chamber Music Series is off to a fantastic start with 
concerts in both Stuart at the Blake Library and in Vero 
Beach in partnership with the Vero Beach Museum of Art.  
Featured in January was ACO Principal Cellist Ian Maksin 
and the Chicago-based chamber ensemble Anaphora.       
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February Concert Welcomes Back OõRiley and Goulding 

Incredibly popular soloists from the 2008 Season   
return together as special guest artists on the        
Atlantic Classical Orchestraôs Series II concerts.    
Pianist Christopher OôRiley and wunderkind violinist 
Caroline Goulding make a triumphant return to 
Treasure Coast stages on Thursday,  February 5th, 
8:00 pm, at the Waxlax Center in Vero Beach and 
Friday, February 6th, 4:00 pm and 8:00 pm, at the 
Lyric Theatre in Stuart.  
 
ñWe are incredibly excited to again present to our   
audiences Christopher OôRiley and Caroline      
Goulding as soloists,ò states Larry Kopp, ACO      
Executive Director.  ñBoth were patron favorites in 
2008 and as well as providing some of the artistic 
highlights of the orchestraôs season.  So it is with 
great anticipation that we await their return            
engagement with the ACO.ò 
 
Pianist OôRiley and violinist Goulding will be pairing 
up to tackle a little-known masterpiece by a well-
known composerï Felix Mendelssohnôs Concerto for 
Piano and Violin. 
 
ñMendelssohn is, of course, one of the best known and loved composers in classical music,ò 
states Kopp.  ñHis Concerto for Piano and Violin, however, is not among his well-known       
compositions.  It is a youthful work that is an unacknowledged masterpieceï one of those pieces 
that for unknown reasons falls into undeserved obscurity.ò 
 
The genesis of this collaboration was in January 2008, when Christopher OôRiley first performed 
with the ACO.  He suggested a performance of the Mendelssohn in 2009 with Caroline Goulding 
as fellow soloist to Maestro Robertson, who responded ñyesò with alacrity.  OôRiley knew the 16-
year old Caroline Goulding from his NPR television and radio program From the Top, where she 
appeared as soloist.  In fact, the OôRiley/Goulding collaboration is such a close one that      
Carolineôs commercial CD debut on the Telarc label due to be released in Summer 2009 will 
feature piano accompaniments by none other than Mr. Christopher OôRiley!                      

 
Also on the program is another unknown    
masterpiece as well as a composition by one of 
contemporary classical musicôs most well-
known and respected composers. 
 
Juan Arriaga has often been called the 
ñSpanish Mozart.ò  A child prodigy, Arriaga was 
born and raised in Spain and died in Paris in 
1826 just short of his 20th birthday.  His     
Symphony in D shows the young Arriaga to be 
a true musical genius, the symphony being a  
mature composition reminiscent of early      
Beethoven or Mozart.  And Aaron Jay Kernis is 
perhaps the most popular and accessible     
classical music composer working today.  His 
Musica Celestis is short, ethereal work for 
strings.  Intense and extremely beautiful, it is a 
musical depiction of a medieval mystical text 
depicting angels perpetually singing the praises 
of God. 
 
Two of the finest performers in the world on 
their instruments as soloists and our very own 
world-class orchestra, all in a program of      
musical delightsï it adds up to a program not to 
be missed!           

 
For tickets and information for the Vero Beach performance on Thursday, February 5th, 8:00 
pm, please contact the ACO Box Office at toll-free (866) 310-7521, or purchase tickets on-line at 
the ACOôs website, www.acomusic.org.  For tickets to the Stuart performances on Friday     
February 6th, 4:00 pm and 8:00 pm, please contact the Lyric Box Office at (772) 286-7827, or 
on-line at www.lyrictheatre.com.       

  ACO and Dranoff Celebrate Successful Education Partnership  

Education is a major portion of the Atlantic Classical 
Orchestraôs mission, so it was with a certain sense 
of wistfulness that January 31st marked the final 
performance of the 2008-09 Season of an          
educational partnership with the Dranoff Two Piano 
Foundation.    
 
During January, the ACO and the Dranoff Two    
Piano Foundation brought the gift of music to     
hundreds of elementary school children in the     
Miami/Dade County Public Schools.  The ñgrand 
finaleò was a concert by the full orchestra and   
Dranoff Gold Medal Winners Irina Silivanova and 
Maxim Puryzhinskiy at University of Miamiôs       
Gusman Hall. 
 
ñThe ACO/Dranoff partnership has proved to be an 
extremely rewarding one in every way possible,ò 
states ACO Executive Director Larry Kopp.  ñWe 
were able to present world-class musicians and  
music in five different schools throughout South 
Florida and two orchestral performances of the   
Carnival of the Animals.  The goodwill to the      
community was incalculable and we hopefully     
inspired many youth to become involved with music.               
 
As part of the partnership, ACO Principal Flutist Tina 
Burr and Principal Bassist Luis Gomez joined the 
piano duo of Silivanova-Puryzhinskiy in four in-
school performances in Miami-Dade County Elementary Schools during January.  This allowed 
children an unparalleled opportunity to not only hear world-class musicians in an intimate, 
school setting, but to ask questions and learn more about music and music making.   
 
ñThe in-school performances in January were truly fantastic,ò states Kopp.  ñAll of the musicians 
worked together and developed programs that were both fun and educational.  It was hard to tell 
who was having a better timeï Tina, Luis, Maxim & Irina or the children in the audience.ò  
 
The climax of the Miami area programs was a     
performance of the Carnival of the Animals on    
Saturday, January 31st, at Gusman Hall on the     
University of Miami Campus.  The students and 
families at the four schools visited by ACO and 
Dranoff musicians were all invited to the final      
concert, as was the general public.  The              
performance drew a substantial audience and was 
well-received by all in attendance.  Maestro    
Robertson and the ACO, along with Irina Silivanova 
and Maxim Puryzhinskiy, performed the Carnival 
with verve and panache.  Narrator for the Carnival of 
the Animals was Martin Bookspan, long-time on-air 
announcer for Metropolitan Opera broadcasts.  Also 
on the program were introductions to the             
instruments of the orchestra by Maestro Robertson 
and members of the ACO as well as several        
selections for piano duo.  
 
As the 2008-09 ACO/Dranoff partnership comes to a 
conclusion thoughts turn to next season. 
 
ñWe hope that, despite the economic realities we 
face, we will be able to continue this program next 
season,ò states Kopp.  ñThe cost is truly not high  
financially but the rewards are extremely large.  And 
after all, touching lives through the medium of music 
is why we exist.ò           

Chamber Music Series Off to a Great Start in 2009  

The 2009 Season saw the established Chamber Music 
Series at the Blake Library in Stuart expanded to include 
a series at the Vero Beach Museum of Art as wellï and 
both series are off to a great start in the new year! 
 
ñWe have been overjoyed at the response so far to our 
expanded Chamber Music Series,ò states Larry Kopp, 
ACO Executive Director.  ñTicket sales in Vero Beach 
have been strong, and the audiences at the Blake      
Library as part of their Chautauqua South Series have 
been the  largest yet for these events.  We feel that 
these concerts fill a óvoidô in the concert life of the  
Treasure Coast, a feeling which is being verified by the 
large and enthusiastic audiences in attendance.ò 
 
The first Chamber Concerts on January 17th and 18th 
featured ACO Principal Cellist Ian Maksin and members 
of the Chicago-based chamber ensemble Anaphora.  
Their performances of  Scottish romantic-era composers 
was extremely well received by both audiences. 
 

The next Chamber Music Series Concerts will be held on Saturday, February 14th, 11:00 am, at 
the Blake Library in Stuart, and Sunday, February 15th, 4:00 pm, at the Vero Beach Museum of 
Art.  The program is an art song recital, including works by Fauré and Brahms, with two         
exceptionally talented young artists from the Florida Grand Operaï mezzo-soprano Karin 
Mushegain and bass-baritone Sidney Outlaw.  For information on the Stuart performance please 
contact the ACO at toll-free (866) 310-7521; for Vero Beach tickets and information please   
contact the Vero Beach Museum of Art at (772) 231-0938. 

Upcoming Atlantic Classical Orchestra Events  
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òCó Notes 

ACO Principal Bassist Luis Gomez 
Talking to Children in Miami 

ACO Musician Interview - Principal Oboist Erika Yamada  

Please scroll down for complete article.  

1.  Where were you born?  Tell us a little about your youth and      
upbringing?  
 

I was born in Kyoto, Japan.  My family moved to the US when I was 
five, and I grew up mostly in the New Orleans area where my father 
was a violinist with the New Orleans Symphony Orchestra. 
 
2.  Earliest musical memories?  
 

Since both my parents are professional musicians ( they met in the 
Kyoto Symphony Orchestra), there was always music playing around 
the house. 
 
3.  Your education?  Where did you attend college, primary teachers?  
 

I attended the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New York and 
studied with Richard Killmer. 
 
 

4.  Why did you choose your instrument?  
 

My sister recommended the oboe to me since there were very few oboe players in the school 
band. 
 
5.  When did you know you wanted to be a professional musician?  
 

Growing up in a musical family, it kind of naturally happened. 
 
6.  Who were/are your most important musical influences?  
 

My family and my oboe teachers. 
 
7.  Most inspiring composers?  
 

Brahms symphonies are some of my favorites.....too bad he didn't write any oboe concertos. 
 
8.  What would you be if not a musician?  
 

I would be in some profession in the medical field. 
 
9.  Your favorite thing about playing in the ACO?  
 

Interesting repertoire and great colleagues. 
 
10.  With what other ensembles do you perform/where do you teach?  
 

I played with the Florida Philharmonic Orchestra until it's demise in 2003.  Presently, I play with 
the Boca Raton Symphonia, Miami City Ballet, and Orchestra Miami. 
 
11.  What is in your CD player right now?  
 

A New Orleans Tribute to Satchmo (my sister in New Orleans just got this for me). 
 
12.  What do you like to do outside of work/hobby/pastime(s)?  
 

Cross stitching, collecting teapot paraphernalia, archaeology (one summer I went on an         
archaeological dig at the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center in Cotez, Colorado). 
 
13.  Anything else particularly interesting or enlightening you would like to share?  
 

I'm named after a German toy store. When I was born my father happened to be away playing in 
an orchestra in Stuttgart, Germany.  There was a toy store near the house he was staying in 
called "Erika". He wrote my mother about it, they both liked the name, and it was decided! 

A Special òThank Youó to all of our Loyal Patrons! 

Thursday, February 5th, 2009, 8:00 pm    ACO Series II Concert  
Waxlax Center for the Performing Arts  
at St. Edwards School 
Tickets: $40 
Music by Kernis (Musica Celestis), Mendelssohn 
(Concerto for Piano & Violin), Arriaga (Symphony in D) 
 
Friday, February 6th, 2009, 4:00 & 8:00 pm   ACO Series II Concert  
Lyric Theatre 
Stuart 
Tickets: $40 (4:00 pm) & $45 (8:00 pm) 
Music by Kernis (Musica Celestis), Mendelssohn 
(Concerto for Piano & Violin), Arriaga (Symphony in D) 
 
Saturday, February 14th, 2009, 11:00 am   Chamber Concert II  
Blake Library  
2351 SE Monterey Rd, Stuart 
Admission:  Free 
Art Song Recital, featuring Mezzo-Soprano Karin  
Mushegain and Bass-Baritone Sidney Outlaw 
Music by Fauré and Brahms 
 
Sunday, February 15th, 2009, 4:00 pm    Chamber Concert II  
Vero Beach Museum of Art 
3001 Riverside Park Drive, Vero Beach 
Tickets:  $40 ($30 f/ Museum Members) 
Art Song Recital, featuring Mezzo-Soprano Karin  
Mushegain and Bass-Baritone Sidney Outlaw 
Music by Fauré and Brahms 
 
Saturday, February 28, 2009, 11:00 am    ACO Seminar II  
Blake Library  
2351 SE Monterey Rd, Stuart 
ñRomance and Franceò  As part of the Chautauqua  
South Series, Maestro Robertson will discuss French 
Music and Art during the belle époque and early 20th Century. 

Meet the Musicians of the ACO  

Have you ever wanted to know more about the musicians of 
the ACO you see on stage every concert?  Scroll down for an 
interview with Principal Oboist Erika Yamada. 

Pianist Christopher OôRiley 

Violinist Caroline Goulding 

Maxim & Luis Performing at  
Coconut Grove Elementary School 

Students & Teachers at Sunset Elementary 
School Enjoying the Performance   

Mezzo Soprano Karin Mushegain 
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