
Friday, December 12th, 2008, 7:00 pm, at the Waxlax Center 
in Vero Beach, marks the first performance of the Atlantic 
Classical Orchestra’s partnership with the Dranoff             
International Two Piano Foundation.  Saint-Saëns’ Carnival 
of the Animals will be featured, a treat for children of all ages!    

Volume 2, Issue 2, December 2008  

Know someone who should receive a newsletter?  Please click here. 
To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 
Questions or comments? E-mail us at acomusic@bellsouth.net or call toll-free (866) 310-7521 

Please scroll down for complete article.  

As the year draws to a close it is a perfect time to reflect on 
the many accomplishments of our orchestra in the past year 
and the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead in 2009.  
The ACO needs the support of every one of our friends and 
patrons to continue growing to better serve our community.   

Please scroll down for complete article.  
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ACO & Dranoff Piano Foundation Partnering  

on Family Concert December 12th in Vero  

Last Chance to Give to the ACO  

Annual Campaign in 2008!  

Itõs Not Too Late to Subscribe to the  

ACOõs 2009 Concert Season! 

As 2009 dawns, so dawns another concert season of the  
Atlantic Classical Orchestra.  Don’t miss a note of our       
orchestra’s most exciting season yet– subscribe today! 

Please scroll down for complete article.  
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ACO & Dranoff Partnering for Inaugural Family Concert  

Friday, December 12th, 2008, 7:00 pm, at the Waxlax Center at St. Edwards School in Vero 
Beach, marks the first performance of the Atlantic Classical Orchestra’s partnership with the 
Dranoff International Two Piano Foundation.  Saint-Saëns’ Carnival of the Animals will be     
featured, a treat for children of all ages!    
 
―We are extremely excited about the upcoming 
Family Concert,‖ states Larry Kopp ACO     
Executive Director.  ―This is an exceptional  
opportunity for area youth and their families to 
enjoy a special concert especially designed to 
introduce children of all ages to the orchestra 
and classical music.‖ 
 
Featured on the concert will be Saint-Saëns’ 
charming Carnival of the Animals with a      
narration written by the American poet Ogden 
Nash.  Sophisticated yet accessible to all, the 
Nash narration adds a witty touch to the       
Carnival and heightens Saint-Saëns’ depiction 
in sound of a regular menagerie of animals.  
 
―Ogden Nash’s verses add the perfect touch to 
Saint-Saëns captivating music,‖ states Kopp.  
―Understandable by children yet at the same 
time quite witty and sophisticated, Nash’s    
poems make the Carnival of the Animals just 
as enjoyable for adults as it is for children.‖ 
 
Special guests of the Atlantic Classical        
Orchestra for this performance are the duo  
pianists Susan and Sarah Wang, Silver   
Medalists at the 2008 Dranoff International Two 
Piano Competition, the Wangs maintain a busy international concert schedule as both soloists 
and in recital. 
 
―To be able to partner with a fantastic, world-class organization like the Dranoff Foundation is an 
incredible opportunity for the orchestra and the community,‖ states Kopp.  ―The Wang sisters 
are truly world-class artists and to be able to present artists of that caliber in the context of a 
family concert is amazing.  Young pianists will find inspiration in their performance and youth of 
all ages can sit back and enjoy their peerless artistry.‖ 
 
The Dranoff International Two Piano Foundation, partners in this Family Concert, is based in 
Miami and holds biennially what is considered the most prestigious competition for piano duos 
worldwide, the Dranoff International Two Piano Competition.  Founded in the 1980’s by Loretta 
Dranoff in memory of her late husband, the Dranoff Foundation set out to promote the piano duo 
on the concert stages of the world and has spectacularly succeeded in doing just that!  Besides 
fostering the talent of dozens of duos over the years the Foundation has commissioned new 
works for two pianos by some of the world’s leading composers, including works by Ned Rorem, 
John Corigliano and Michel Legrand.  The Family Concert on December 12th will feature one of 
the 2008 commissions by British composer Sir Rodney Russell Bennett, the Lilliburlero      
Variations for Two Pianos.  

 
While labeled a ―Family Concert,‖ the December 
12th performance is truly one which can be enjoyed 
by music lovers of all ages– and perhaps even learn 
a thing or two!  Besides Saint-Saëns’ Carnival of the 
Animals and three works for piano duo, Maestro 
Robertson and members of the ACO will introduce 
the instruments of the orchestra to the audience. 
 
And best of all, as a community service there will be 
no admission charge for this performance!  The 
ACO is suggesting a donation of $5.00/family, but 
this is only a suggestion– all are welcome to enjoy 
the world-class music-making and fun! 
 
―We have been overwhelmed by the response to 
this, our first Family Concert,‖ states Kopp.  ―The 
phone has been ringing steadily with families and 
patrons who want to attend the concert.  This     
concert is truly being presented as a service to our 
community, and it is wonderful to see that so many 
have embraced the idea on our first try.  We would 
love to make this an annual event, but we need the 
support of the community to do just that.  So please, 
come out on the 12th and enjoy an evening of great 
music and even greater fun!‖           

  The Year Ends, but the ACOõs Need for Support Doesnõt 

As the year 2008 draws to a close it is a perfect time to reflect on the many accomplishments of 
our orchestra in the past year and the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead in 2009.  As a 
non-profit organization, the ACO needs the support of every one of our friends and patrons to 
continue serving the entire Treasure Coast community. 

 
2008 has been an extremely successful 
year for our orchestra.  Artistically, the ACO 
is performing at a higher level than ever, 
due to the hard work and dedication of our    
musicians and Maestro Stewart Robertson.  
Financially, the 2008 Season saw a budget 
surplus along with the first $200,000       
installment of our Five-Year Challenge Gift 
Campaign.  And finally, the addition of    
Executive Director Larry Kopp brought new 
energy and enthusiasm to the business  
operations of our orchestra.      
 
And what of 2009?  What does the future 
hold?  Subscriptions have already          
outstripped last season’s total.  New Family 
Concerts and the Chamber Music Series 
are bringing ACO music and musicians to 
more area residents than ever before, better 
allowing us to accomplish our mission of 
community service. 
 
But despite all of the good news, concerns 
remain.  The state of the economy casts a 
long shadow over plans for 2009 and the 
ability to continue fundraising successes.  In 

recent weeks a number of orchestras across the US have announced that their financial status 
may force them to close their doors before the end of the current season.  While the ACO     
enjoys an enviable financial position, especially in contrast to the organizations just named,    
initiatives involving safeguarding our programs and continuing our efforts to minimize expenses 
and be responsible stewards of donations have moved to the forefront.  Programs that support 
our community and fiscal responsibility have always been two of the main priorities of our        
organization, and in times of economic uncertainty they take on an even greater urgency than is 
normal. 
 
We as an organization have dedicated ourselves to 
providing unique, irreplaceable programs that serve 
our community and to fiscal responsibility that will 
allow us to continue providing these programs far 
into the future.  We have dedicated ourselves to the 
Treasure Coast community– but without your     
dedicated support we cannot hope to continue for 
long.  Simply put, the ACO belongs to each and 
every one of you– it is truly your orchestra– and as 
such the support of all patrons is crucial.   
 
We are asking all friends of the ACO to consider a 
gift to the ACO as the year draws to a close to show 
your support for our orchestra and to help us 
through what may be a very difficult 2009 for the 
orchestra.  Many of you may have already received 
in the mail our year-end appeal, and the remainder 
of you will be receiving a letter from the ACO within 
the next week.  Please reflect on what the ACO  
provides to our community.  Your support is crucial 
in bringing the transformative power of music to our 
community– your donation supports our efforts to 
make the  Treasure Coast a better place for us all.  
 
 

Itõs Not Too Late to Subscribe to the ACOõs 2009 Season 

Have you been meaning to subscribe to the ACO’s 2009 Season but just haven’t got around to it 
yet?  Not to worry!  Subscriptions are still available for concerts in Vero Beach and for both   
performances at the Lyric Theatre in Stuart.  

 
―We are very happy that earlier this autumn we    
exceeded our previous all-time high number of    
subscribers,‖ states Larry Kopp, ACO Executive  
Director.  ―But plenty of excellent seats still remain.  
Subscribers have access to the best seats in the 
house at prices that are greatly reduced compared to 
buying single tickets for each performance.  It’s a 
great deal that can’t be beat, especially given today’s 
economic conditions.‖ 
 
Subscriptions for a four-concert series cost between 
$135—$160, depending on venue and time of     
concert.  That’s $33-$40/concert, less than you 
would pay for a ―nose bleed‖ seat at a comparable 
venue in New York, Boston, or any major city you 
could care to name.  The quality of the ACO is    
comparable to any chamber orchestra in the world, 
and the size of our concert halls ensures an intimate, 
exhilarating musical encounter.  The visceral thrill of 
hearing great music being created is truly an        
experience– it is music as the composer intended it 
to be heard. 
 
And the ACO’s 2009 Season features some of the 
greatest music ever written by the greatest         
composers.  Classics by Beethoven, Mozart, 
Tchaikovsky, Ravel and Kodály; little-known gems 

by Mendelssohn, Saint-Saëns and Kurt Weill; masterpieces by Arriaga and MacKenzie; and the 
best of today by Aaron Jay Kernis and Rautavaara– it all adds up to a season of musical thrills 
not to be missed! 
 
Subscribing is easy– just click here to subscribe at our website, www.acomusic.org.  Want the 
personal touch and like help in choosing the best seats just for you? Call the ACO Box Office on 
our toll-free Patron Hotline at (866) 310-7521.  Of if you are a Stuart patron, visit the Lyric   
Theatre Box Office at 59 SW Flagler Avenue in downtown Stuart. 
 
Experience excellence– the Atlantic Classical Orchestra’s 2009 Season.  Don’t miss a note, 
subscribe today! 

Upcoming Atlantic Classical Orchestra Events  
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òCó Notes 

ACO Principal Cellist Ian Maksin 

Take a Short On -Line Survey and Win Two 2010 Subscriptions!  

Take a 5 Minute On -Line Survey and  

Automatically be Entered to Win  

TWO FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS to the 2010 Season!  

Please scroll down to enter!!!  

Would you like to attend all of the ACO’s 2010 concerts for 
free?  Spend 5 minutes completing a short, on-line survey and 
you could be enjoying every note of the 2010 Season without 
spending a dime! 
 
Just click on the link below and spend five minutes completing 
a short, 10 question survey and you will be automatically      
entered in a contest to win two subscriptions to the Atlantic 
Classical Orchestra’s 2010 Season. 
 
Not only so you have the change of winning a pair of seats to 
all ACO concerts in an upcoming season, you are helping the 
ACO to gain valuable information which will help us to better 
serve you, our patrons, and the entire Treasure Coast        
Community. 
 
To take the survey, please click on the link below or copy and 
paste into your web browser: 
 
 http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=qt5PVudOpRBvey8JYHWmfQ_3d_3d 
 
Thank you for your support!   

The Wang Sisters, Piano Soloists with the ACO 

Composer Camille Saint-Saëns  

ACO Violinist Monica Cheveresan 

ACO Cellist Oksana Russina 

A Special òThank Youó to all of our Loyal Patrons! 

Friday, December 12th, 2008, 7:00 pm    Family Concert   
Waxlax Center for the Performing Arts  
at St. Edwards School 
Tickets:  FREE ($5.00/Family Donation Suggested)   
 
Saturday, December 20th, 2008, 7:00 pm   Handelôs Messiah 
First Baptist Church 
2206 16th Avenue, Vero Beach  
 
Sunday, December 21st, 2008, 7:00 pm    Handelôs Messiah 
First Baptist Church 
2206 16th Avenue, Vero Beach  
 
Saturday, January 3rd, 2009, 11:00 am    ACO Season Preview  
Blake Library  
2351 SE Monterey Rd, Stuart 
As part of the Chautauqua South Series, Maestro  
Robertson will preview the ACOôs 2009 Season. 
 
Thursday, January 8th, 2009, 8:00 pm    ACO Series I Concert  
Waxlax Center for the Performing Arts  
at St. Edwards School 
Tickets: $40 
Music by Beethoven (Symphony #8), Rautavaara 
(Isle of Bliss) & Kodály (Galanta Dances)  
 
Friday, January 9th, 2009, 4:00 & 8:00 pm   ACO Series I Concert  
Lyric Theatre 
Stuart 
Tickets: $40 (4:00 pm) & $45 (8:00 pm) 
Music by Beethoven (Symphony #8), Rautavaara 
(Isle of Bliss) & Kodály (Galanta Dances)  
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