
The future is here now in the form of the world wide web– 
and the ACO has enthusiastically embraced tomorrow today!  
With a newly designed webpage the ACO’s presence on the 
web gives friends of the orchestra unprecedented access to 
and information about their orchestra!  
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A major element of the ACO’s mission is to provide          
educational programs to our community.  In a stunning new 
partnership with one of South Florida’s leading arts            
organizations, the ACO is providing in-school and family   
concerts to students in Dade County and the Treasure Coast.    
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“News for Friends of the Atlantic Classical Orchestra” 

ACO Unveils Revamped and Updated  

Web Presence  

Partnership with Dranoff Two Piano Foundation 

Yields New Education Program 

The ACO Blog– a “Brave New World” for a 

Chamber Orchestra  

Among the young a “blog” is de rigueur– and now the ACO is 
embracing this new form of communication and expression 
by starting a blog of our own!  

Please scroll down for complete article.  
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Updated and Revamped ACO Website is Unveiled 

The future is here now in the form of the world wide web– and the ACO has enthusiastically  
embraced tomorrow today!  With a newly designed webpage the ACO’s presence on the web 
gives friends of the orchestra unprecedented access to and information about their orchestra! 

 
“It has been a priority of mine since I arrived last year to   
update and expand the Atlantic Classical Orchestra’s      
presence on the web,” states Larry Kopp, ACO Executive 
Director.  “Our orchestra has an exceptionally intelligent,  
educated patron base, many of whom use the internet on a 
daily basis.  It made complete sense to communicate with 
our patrons and the orchestra’s other constituencies through 
this new and exciting medium.” 
 
The internet has become one of the major ways that a large 
portion of Americans receive information, a trend that shows 
no signs of slowing or changing in the foreseeable future.  
With an expanded website that provides comprehensive   
information on the Atlantic Classical Orchestra, the ACO will 
be better able to serve the needs of both patrons and the 
community at large. 
 
“What I tried to do when designing this website was provide 
an easy way for all constituencies of the ACO to access   
information on their orchestra– whether they be patrons,   
orchestra members, staff or volunteers– and to facilitate the 

exchange of information between these different groups,” states Kopp.  “The website is the hub 
or nexus of our orchestra and  promotes communication between all constituencies.   
 
Externally, the ACO website has a new, easier to remember (and type) web address– 
www.acomusic.org– and an updated, fresh, bold new look and feel.  But what has changed the 
most is the content of the website, with expanded subject matter and information on myriad    
topics concerning the ACO. 
 
For example, there is expanded information on all ACO programs, including orchestra and  
chamber concerts as well as on upcoming fundraising events– and comprehensive biographies 
of all guest artists.  Are you interested in the people who are the essence of the ACO, the      
musicians, volunteers and staff who make each and every concert take place?  We have new, 
expanded and updated information on all of these groups as well. 
 
On a much more practical note, patrons have been 
asking for a convenient, safe way to purchase tickets 
over the internet, and we listened.  On 
www.acomusic.org you can order both single tickets 
for all orchestra performances as well as               
subscriptions securely over PayPal and use all major 
credit cards, including American Express and       
Discover.  The convenience of our patrons is       
paramount, and this allows concertgoers to purchase 
tickets easily and securely from their own home,  
saving both time and effort.   
 
“Buying concert tickets over the internet has become 
increasingly important to patrons nationwide over the 
past decade,” states Kopp.  “We felt that it was     
imperative that we provide this service for our       
patrons and that we do it in as convenient and secure 
a manner as possible.  We can now accept all major 
credit cards for internet purchases and PayPal is the 
most secure provider of internet commerce in the 
world.  Our patrons can now enjoy both convenience 
and security when purchasing tickets for ACO concerts.” 
 
In upcoming months the ACO website will debut a number of new and innovative features.  A 
regularly rotating feature will be an in-depth interview with a member of the orchestra that allows 
patrons to get to better know the talented musicians who they see on-stage at every ACO     
performance.  And to better prepare for orchestra performances, program notes for upcoming 
concerts will be posted on the website, including recordings and suggestions for further reading. 
 
“Connecting with all of our constituencies is the primary reason for our website, and this        
connection includes features that promote better understanding between the different groups 
who make up the ACO,” states Kopp.  “Any organization is truly an aggregate of the people who 
comprise that organization.  The ACO is consists of and ultimately belongs to patrons,           
volunteers, musicians, staff and the entire Treasure Coast community.  The better we all know 
and understand one another and the music we perform, the stronger an organization we will be 
as well as being better able to accomplish our important mission.”   
 
The future of the ACO is here today!  We cordially invite all friends of the ACO to visit our new 
and expanded website.  Just click on the link www.acomusic.org!   

New Partnership Yields New Education Program for the ACO 

A major element of the ACO’s mission is to provide educational programs to our community.  In 
a stunning new partnership with one of South Florida’s leading arts organizations, the ACO is 
providing in-school and family concerts to students in Dade County and on the Treasure Coast. 

 
The Dranoff Two Piano Foundation, the host of 
the world’s premiere competition for piano duos, 
has teamed with the Atlantic Classical Orches-
tra to provide students in South Florida with an  
unparalleled opportunity to experience world-
class music making and meet the musicians in 
an intimate school setting.   
 
In December-January 2008-09, prize-winning 
piano duos will be joined by members of the 
ACO in programs that will be performed in both 
Dade County and Treasure Coast schools.  
These programs will not only give students the 
opportunity to hear world-class music making 
and meet the musicians, but will include lesson 
plans for use by schools that marry the         
programs with Sunshine State Standards for 
music from the State of Florida.  As the         
culmination of these in-school programs, the 

piano duos will be joined by the full Atlantic Classical Orchestra for performances of Saint-

Saëns charming “Carnival of the Animals” as part of two family concerts to be held in Coral   
Gables and Vero Beach.  These family concerts will invite not only students and their families 
from the schools which hosted the in-school programs, but on the Treasure Coast will include an 
invitation to all area youth and their families. 
 
“We at the ACO are incredibly excited about our new education program and partnership with 
the Dranoff Foundation,” states Larry Kopp, ACO Executive Director.  “Not only will it allow us to 
better meet our mission of providing educational programs to the Treasure Coast community, it 
will extend our reach into the Miami area as well.  And to be able to collaborate with another non
-profit on a worthwhile project such as this is just fantastic.” 
 
The Dranoff International Two Piano Foundation, based in Miami, hosts the biennial Dranoff 
Two Piano Competition.  Bringing to South Florida the world’s finest piano duos, it is considered 
the most prestigious competition for duo pianists in the world.  For the past 22 years the Dranoff 
Foundation has not only hosted their signature competition but has been increasingly active in 
community concerts and educational activities as well.  Their “A Family of Music Lovers”       
Educational Program has touched the lives of over 15,000 Dade County school children. 

 
Dates have been set for the       
culminating family concerts–     
December 12th, 2008, at the    
Waxlax Center for the          
Performing Arts at St. Edwards 
School in Vero Beach, and 
January 31st, 2009, at Gusman 
Hall at the University of Miami 
in Coral Gables.    
 
Perhaps most exciting of all is 
that this program is being made     
available to school districts at 
no cost whatsoever.  The    
considerable  expenses of this 
program (in excess of $20,000) 

will be absorbed jointly by the Dranoff Foundation and the ACO.  Sponsors would help defray 
the substantial costs and are being sought; however, the significant benefits of this program  
dictate that sponsors or no the program will go forward as planned. 
 
“Being able to touch the lives of hundreds of South Florida youth through this new program is 
truly an incredible opportunity,” states Kopp.  “We look forward to a long and prosperous       
relationship with our friends at the Dranoff Foundation and developing and expanding this    
wonderful new program.”  

The ACO Joins the Blogosphere with the ACO Blogspot 

Among the young a “blog” is de rigueur– and now the 
ACO is embracing this new form of communication 
and expression by starting a blog of our own!  
 
To those not conversant in the lingua franca of the 
world wide web, a blog is a webpage that allows the 
author(s) to state their viewpoints on one or many  
topics as well as allowing and oftentimes encouraging 
others who read the blog to comment.  Blogs and the 
blogosphere (the total aggregate of all blogs and their 
interconnecting communications) allow the uninhibited 
interchange of thoughts and ideas and are              
increasingly being viewed as a serious and legitimate 
means of communication. 
 
All of which led the ACO to seriously consider and 
implement a blog of our very own! 
 
“The idea and concept behind ’blogs’ is actually quite 
old,” states Larry Kopp, ACO Executive Director.  
“Published journals, such as those by the Goncourt 
brothers in 19th Century France, have long been    
considered literature.  And of course, newspaper    
columnists are a staple of print journalism.  The big 
difference, is, of course, that blogs allow and          
encourage commentary by readers and that anyone 
who desires can start their own blog.” 
 
The ACO considers their blog, located at http://acomusic.blogspot.com, as a counterpoint and 
complement to the orchestra’s website.  The website is more of a “one-sided” communication 
channel, while the blog allows all participants to read and comment on the posts from ACO staff. 
 
“We consider our website and blog to be complimentary,” states Kopp.  “Our website is more 
straightforward and formal, while the blog allows us to offer a more informal and personal view 
of what goes on inside a professional orchestra.  And of course, a blog allows much more   
feedback and input from everyone involved with the ACO, which is our ultimate intent.” 
 
The more “human” side of the ACO will be on display on the ACO Blogspot, as well as opinions 
on topics involving not only music but literature, philosophy and the visual arts as well.  We hope 
to help put music in the context of the entire spectrum of art and ideas and orchestras in the 
context of 21st Century society– weighty topics interspersed with the much more mundane and     
practical.      
 
We invite all patrons and friends of the ACO to explore our blog by clicking here.  Please don’t 
hesitate to join in the conversation– it’s the orchestra’s blog and your thoughts and comments  
are an important part of the discussion!  

A Special “Thank You” to all of our Loyal Patrons! 

Know someone who should receive a newsletter?  Please click here. 
To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 
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“C” Notes 

ACO Violinist Monica Cheveresan 

ACO Cellist Oksana Rusina 

ACO Concertmaster Leonid Sigal 

Dranoff Prize-Winning Piano Duo Silivanova-Puryzhinskiy 

Final Concert of the 2007 Dranoff Two Piano Competition  

Take a Short On-Line Survey and Win Two 2010 Subscriptions! 

Take a 5 Minute On-Line Survey and  

Automatically be Entered to Win  

TWO FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS to the 2010 Season! 

Please scroll down to enter!!!  

Would you like to attend all of the ACO’s 2010 concerts for 
free?  Spend 5 minutes completing a short, on-line survey and 
you could be enjoying every note of the 2010 Season without 
spending a dime! 
 
Just click on the link below and spend five minutes completing 
a short, 10 question survey and you will be automatically      
entered in a contest to win two subscriptions to the Atlantic 
Classical Orchestra’s 2010 Season. 
 
Not only so you have the change of winning a pair of seats to 
all ACO concerts in an upcoming season, you are helping the 
ACO to gain valuable information which will help us to better 
serve you, our patrons, and the entire Treasure Coast        
Community. 
 
To take the survey, please click on the link below or copy and 
paste into your web browser: 
 
 http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=qt5PVudOpRBvey8JYHWmfQ_3d_3d 
 
Thank you for your support!   
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