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Annual Meeting Highlights Significant Successes for ACO

The Atl antic Classical Orchestrads Annual Meeting on May
unprecedented successes and growth for our orchestra, all of which ultimately helped the
ACO to better meet its mission of service to the Treasure Coast Community.

The centerpiece of the Annual Meeting was the presentation of

the Annual Report by Executive Director Larry Kopp. This report

reviews the 2007 -08 season and provides an overview of how

t he orchestrads many activities combi ne
unparalleled service and indispensable programs to our

community. In short, here is a brief summary of the highlights of

the ACO Annual Report.

As our oOraison ddo°tre, o the ACO puts pri
and takes the greatest pride in our concert performances. The

ACO reached new heights of artistic excellence in 2008, with

insightful interpretations of both standard works for chamber

orchestra as well as little known and performed gems from the

same genre. Particular highlights were the exceptional,

commi tted performances of Shostakovichos
masterpiece, his Fourteenth Symphony.

ACO Principal Clarinetist Our guest artists in 2008 were absolutely world  -class, including
Paul Green pianist and hFosithe iopb CNPR&$ opher O6Ril ey in
stunning performance of Beet hovends Piano
remarkable was the area debut of the charming and incredibly talented 15 -year old violinist
Caroline Goulding, whose impassioned playing in Mendel ss¢

hearts of ACO audiences.

And speaking of youthful tal enty-Sitdlreed HA@OFsor Mansés ewet h
member s of the Treasure Coast Yout h Symphony were the
education programs in 2007 -0 8 . The performances by the combined forec
Fourth Symphony on the orchestrads final concert series
musicians not only with an incredible musical experience but a unique opportunity to learn by

sitting next to a professional member of the ACO in rehe:
education and outreach activities prospered as well 0 Maestro Stewart Robertsonds
Concert Talks continued to be incredibly popular with audiences, and the Blake Library Live @

Your Library Series had substantial support from Stewart patrons.

Great performances by the ACO led to great
audiences 0 ticket sales in 2008 were at all -time high
levels! A record total of 995 subscribers attended
performances in both Stuart and Vero Beach, and
single ticket sales were robust in both communities.
Our community has embraced the ACO with ever
greater intensity, and no better proof can be found in

the numbers of patrons attending our concerts.

Financially, the first year of the five year Challenge
Gift Campaign saw 37 donors pledged and/or
donating over $500,000 towards the $1 million goal 0
an auspicious beginning indeed! As a result, the
ACO received the first installment of $200,000 from
the Anonymous Donors towards the final goal.
Overall, the ACO will finish the 2007 -08 fiscal year with
a surplus of over $300,000. This is being accomplished
not only through extraordinary fundraising successes,
but through stringent cost control measures designed

to keep expenses well under budgeted levels.

Administratively, the ACO welcomed new Executive ACO Music Director Stewart Robertson

Director Larry Kopp, wh o ohit t he ground runningo

and immediately began to implement a number of new initiatives that have already proven

to be incredibly successful. The e -newsletter you are reading now and other marketing and

communication projects have helped to heighten the public perception of the ACO.

Ticketing and all other administrative and business functions have been centralized in the

ACObd s Fort Pierce of fice and ar e undergoing cl ose S C
professionalizing as required.

But the ACO isnbét an organizati ono cwempknocwe dhowml!| tyo olf etdsdo w
hair down and party as well! In 2007 -08 the ACO held a total of five fundraising events that

raised tens of thousands of dollars to help support the A
Ultimately, the success ofanynon -pr of it <can be only measured by the acco

stated mission. As a professional chamber orchestra dedicated to both artistic excellence
and education activities for the benefit of the community, the ACO succeeded unequivocally
and beyond all expectations during the course of the 2007 -08 Season .

0As President of the Atlantic Classical Orchestra Board,
experience the dedication and resolve of all who have brought the orchestra to the forefront

of the arts community on the Treasure Coast, 6 states ACO
donors, board members, musicians and staff alike have worked enthusiastically to keep the

ACO artistically strong and fiscally sound. We have made great strides and | applaud all who

have had a role in the progress of the ACO. 6

Electronic copies of the 2007 -08 Annual Report will be sent via e -mail by the end of June to all

patrons who have provided the ACO with a current e -mail address. ACO patrons who wish to

receive a oOharddé6 <copy of the report through the mail a
Administrative Office through the e  -mail links at the top and bottom of this message or by

calling (772) 460 -0850 during regular business hours.

0 As a -prafib ecorporation, the Atlantic Classical Orchestra belongs to each and every
patron and community member on the Treasure Coast, o6 stat

Director. OWe want to share with them not only the many
to understand that this is their orchestra and they are the ones who made all that we do

possible. An orchestra in the 21st Century is a integral part of the community - we depend

upon the support of the community, and in return our mission ultimately is to provide unique

and irreplaceable programs to the community we serve.o

ACO Chamber Music Series Set to Debut in Vero in 2009

In an electrifying new collaboration with the Vero Beach Museum of Art, Maestro Stewart
Robertson and members of the ACO will be performing a chamber music series for Vero
Beach audiences in 2009.

OMaestro Robertson an
ACO have, for a number of seasons,
performed chamber music at the Blake
Library in Stuart as part of their Live @ Your &3
Library Series Ostates Larry Kopp, ACO
Executive Director.
need for chamber music in Vero Beach as
well, and that as the (8
resident professional chamber orchestra we
were uniquely qualified to fill that need.
That we are able to collaborate with the
Vero Beach Museum of Art on this
undertaking is incredibly exciting and we
look forward to working together to
produce a series that will bring world  -class
chamber music to our ¢ ommu n iTHe YeroB8each Museum of Art

Conceived of as an outgrowth of the current series performed at the Blake Library in Stuart,

Maestro Robertson, select members of the ACO and friends of the orchestra will be performing

one to one and a half hour long programs based upon a single theme or genre. Concerts will

be heard in the Museum8s i nti mat eseahauditoriant apedecti cal |y excel |
location for the smaller, more cozy dimensions of chamber music.

0OChamber music is written to be heard in smaller rooms,
ambience is strikingly different from that of a full symp
is an intimate, personal style of musi c, perfect for the
musicians and audience can together experience the joy of music making and the thrill of

hearingworld -cl ass musicians performing great music in an intim

Maestro Robertson is a keen chamber musician as well as
being an excellent pianist, and the opportunity to perform
together with members of the orchestra is one he relishes.

OMaestro Robertson is an entdéhhesi astic cha
truly |l oves maki ng music, 6 states Kopp.
excellent pianist this opens up the opportunity to perform with

the musicians whom he conducts in the ACO. There is a great

deal of respect on both sides and it deepens the bond

bet ween conductor and orchestral perfor mei

w‘- Slated for the inaugural season are three concerts, all on
S Sunday  afternoons.  January 18th, 2009, 4:00 pm, will see

Stewart Robertson at the keyboard performing with violinist Scott Flavin in a program of music

from 19th and early 20th Century Romantic Scottish composers from their forthcoming

commercial CD recording. The second series concert on Sunday, February 15th, 2009, 4:00

pm, will feature the stars of tomorrow & sel ect vocalists from the Florida Gr art

Artist Program. Graduates of this program have gone on to leading roles with major opera

companies worldwide, so this is a unique opportunity to hear beautiful, fresh, young voices

destined for greatness 0 hear the stars of tomorrow today! Finally, the series concludes on

March 15, 2009, 4:00 pm, with an afternoon of French salon music, featuring the virtuoso

musicians of the ACO. Music written to be performed in

setting as the composers intended and performed by virtuoso musicians 8 a perfect ending to

a great opening season!

Tickets and more information will be available through the Vero Beach Museum of Art in Fall
2008. Subscriptions to all three performances will be $75; singe tickets, $30.

OWe are extremely excited about this new program for the
a perfect opportunity for Stewart Robertson and the musicians of the ACO to work together in

a new setting and grow individually and as an ensemble. It is a great opportunity for two of

the leading arts organizations in Vero Beach to collaborate on a new program. And most

importantly, we are expanding the concert opportunities for area residents and providing a

new program for the benefit of the entire community. And after all is said and done, public

service is the very reason that the ACO exists. o

Subscriber Seat Notification for the 09 Season Due to be Sent

Every season, the ever -growing number of subscribers to ACO concerts wait anxiously for their
seating assignments for the upcoming season. And for the 2009 Season, the wait is almost over
0 by the end of June 2008 subscribers will be receiving their much anticipated seating assign-
ments!

70 1 am overwhel med by the dedication o
_4 and the excitement and anticipation surrounding the

! notification of subscribers of their seating assignment

#for the upcoming season, 60 states L
Executive Director. 0But at the san
"'seen a considerable amount of uneasiness from

patrons over their seating and the process involved in

seating returning and new subscribers. We are striving

to be completely transparent in our seating

procedures and aim to meet the needs of all of our

patrons. 6

The seating process is actually very simple and is done
in a manner that is as fair to all subscribers as possible,
both returning long -time patrons of the ACO as well
! as new friends of the orchestra.

The first overriding criteria used in seating was that all
current subscribers who responded in a timely manner
and wished to keep their seats did so. ACO staff
waited until almost a month after the May 1st
deadline to begin seating to ensure all returning
subscribers had ample opportunity to return their
order forms. And recalcitrant subscribers received
three notices before their seats were reassigned.

ACO Principal Bassoonist
Aura Trevino

The second main criteria used in seating was date received. Simply put, the earlier the order
form was received in the ACO office, the earlier in the process your seating request was
processed. After all returning subscribers who wished to maintain their current seats were
processed, subscribers who wished to change seating were assigned seats in the order in
which they were received at the ACO Office. After that, new subscribers were processed,
again, according to the date received.

The third main criteria used was, obviously, the desire of the

patrons! We made every effort to meet as closely as possible

the wishes of every subscriber as listed on their order form.

However, both the Lyric Theatre and Waxlax Center are small

with extremely limited seating, and certain sections of both

theaters are extremely popular with our patrons. While we

may not have been able to meet the exact request of every

patron, there are truly no Obaddé seats in
and every seat in the house provides an intimate and

powerful experience of our world  -class music making!

I t 6 s t h ano other criferia evere used! This is fairest way
that ACO staff was able to devise that ensured all of our
patrons had access to the best available seats at both of our
venues.

OWe strive extremely hard to take the besH
patrons, 6 states Kopp. 0Seating is obvio
ACO Flautist Martha Oestreich our concertgoers, and accordingly we have made it our
priority that the process is not only as fair and equitable as
possible but that we meet the needs and desires of as many of our patrons as we can. The
extra effort has been considerable, but wultimately it 1is

The ACO performing at the Lyric Theatre on Friday, February 22nd, 2008.

A Special o0Thank Youbo
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"The knotty point is to deal with  contingencies in away that ~ we are not tempted to deviate from our
higher maxims." -Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
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