
Beethovenõs Fifth Symphony is acknowledged by classical 
music aficionados and the general public at large as one of 
the masterpieces of orchestral music.  But how many listeners, 
informed and otherwise, have ever heard a live or recorded 
performance of Shostakovichõs Fourteenth Symphony? 

Piano Soloist Christopher OôRiley 
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Less than a year into the Atlantic Classical Orchestraõs      
Challenge Gift Campaign an important milestone has       
already been passedð to date, over $400,000 has been 
pledged towards the five-year campaign goal of $1 million. 

Please scroll down for complete article.  
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ACO Season Opens with a Pair of 

Symphonic Masterpieces   

Challenge Gift Campaign Passes Milestone  

ACO Welcomes New Executive Director  

The Atlantic Classical Orchestra continues to grow every     
season, and a major part of that growth is an expansion of 
the orchestraõs activities to better serve the entire Treasure 
Coast.  With that expansion comes the need for additional 
administrative and fundraising leadership. 

Please scroll down for complete article.  
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Fundraisers in Vero and Stuart Highlight 

2008 Season  

Friends of the ACO in both Vero Beach and Stuart are busily 
preparing for another season of fundraising events to help 
support our orchestra. 

Please scroll down for complete article.  

Season Opening Soirée in Sailfish Point 

Home  

Stuart patrons of the Atlantic Classical Orchestra were 
treated to an evening of great music, great food and great 
fun at a season opening soirée at the Sailfish Point home of 
ACO Board Member Natalie McDonald on November 14, 
2008. 

Please scroll down for complete article.  

Itõs NOT TOO LATE to Subscribe in 2008!!! 

Call the ACO Office TODAY!!!  
ACO Cellist Oksana Rusina 

Beethoven and Shostakovich Highlight Opening Concerts  

The ACO, in our season opening pairs of concerts, give Treasure Coast audiences an opportunity to 
hear not only Beethovenõs immortal Fifth Symphony but also a rare performance of one of the 
greatest symphonic creations of the 20th Centuryð Dimitri Shostakovichõs Fourteenth Symphony. 

òWe at the ACO are very proud that we are able to offer our patrons world-class performances of 
not only Beethoven but Shostakovichõs little-performed masterpiece, his 14th Symphony,ò states 
Larry Kopp, ACO Executive Director.  òIt speaks volumes as to the musical excellence of the ACO 
and the vision of our Music Director.ó 

The ACOõs season opening series on January 3-4, 2008, 
features an allðBeethoven program.  Besides the Fifth 
Symphony, the orchestra will perform the Fidelio Overture 
and the Fourth Piano Concerto with soloist Christopher 
OõRiley.   

Beethoven, acknowledged universally as one of the    
greatest creative artists the world has ever known, wrote 
music in many different styles and moods.  The January 
3rd and 4th concerts explore a number of sides of         
Beethoven as man and artist. 

òOur opening all-Beethoven program shows the          
composerõs vast emotional scope,ó states Stewart     
Robertson, ACO Music Director.  òFrom the Fidelio      
Overture filled with heroic idealism, through the          
meditative and lyric Fourth Piano Concerto to the ground 
breaking Fifth Symphony we are constantly reminded of 
Beethovenõs universal  genius.ó 

Beethovenõs only foray into opera, Fidelio tells the story of conjugal love and liberation from        
political oppression.  As a child of the 18th Century Enlightenment and the nascent romantic    
movement, Beethoven harbored deep convictions on the equality of and the wish for freedom for 
all mankind.  This is often exemplified in his music, especially in the libretto and music to his only 
opera.  Beethoven wrote three separate overtures to Fidelio, and the work that the ACO will be 
performing is included in the final version of the opera. 

Another side of Beethoven, that of the meditative, introspective artist, is on display in the Fourth 
Piano Concerto.  Our soloist, Christopher OõRiley, is best known nationally as the host of NPRõs From 
the Top.  A multi-faceted artist, Mr. OõRiley is also an award winning concert pianist, having earned 
prizes at the Van Cliburn and Busoni Competitions among others, as well as receiving considerable 
critical and popular acclaim for his recordings of transcriptions of the popular music group           
Radiohead.  Equally at home in classical, jazz and popular musical idioms, Christopher OõRiley is 
truly a musical òrenaissance man.ó 

The final work on the ACOõs first concert series, Beethovenõs Fifth Symphony, is justly recognized as 
one of the great masterpieces of music and showcases Beethoven at his most heroic, triumphing  
brilliantly over òfate.ó 

The ACOõs second Concert Series, January 31st and        
February 1st, features two of Russiaõs greatest composers in 
widely contrasting compositions.  The opening work, 
Tchaikovskyõs Serenade for Strings, is a personal homage 
to the immortal Mozart.  Elegant and  graceful with  
melodies that only Tchaikovsky could write, the Serenade 
is truly one of that composers most delightful compositions.  

Paired with the Tchaikovsky is Shostakovichõs mature 
masterpiece, his 14th Symphony.  Completed in 1969, the 
Fourteenth Symphony is one of the composerõs final works 
and is universal in its messageð an exploration of the 
theme of manõs mortality and the quest for the ultimate 
meaning of our existence.  At the time of composition 
Shostakovich was facing serious health problems as well as 
looking back over a  life of difficulty, including a rocky 
relationship with the Soviet government that conceivably 
could have resulted in his banishment to a gulag and 
death during the Stalin era. 

Written for string orchestra, percussion, celesta and soprano and bass soloists, the 14th Symphony 
makes use of eleven poems set to music in four movements.  Shostakovich chose texts by a wide 
range of poetsð Lorca, Apollinaire,  Küchelbecker and Rainer Maria Rilkeð all with texts concerning 
human mortality and the ultimate meaning of existence. 

Vocal soloists in the Shostakovich Symphony are Kate Mangimeli, Soprano, and Taras Kulish, Bass. 

òShostakovichõs Fourteenth Symphony, due to its musical difficulty, is not often performed, especially 
here in the U.S,ó states Kopp.  òACO patrons should be proud not only that their orchestra has the 
musical maturity and ability to perform this difficult work but that Music Director Stewart     
Robertson and the ACO board have the vision to program a work of this magnitude.  Our patrons 
truly have a unique opportunity to experience this masterpiece live.ó 

Soprano Soloist Kate Mangiameli 

Bass Soloist Taras Kulish 

Beethoven, the Master  
 

Thursday, January 3, 2008, 8:00 pm  

Waxlax Center for the Performing Arts, Vero Beach  

Tickets:  $40.00  Call toll -free (866) 310 -7521 for tickets and information.      

Tickets also available at the door the evening of the performance.   
 

Friday, January 4, 2008, 4:00 pm and 8:00 pm  

The Lyric Theater, Stuart  

Tickets:  $40.00 (4:00 pm) and $45 (8:00 pm)  

Available at the Lyric Box Office, 59 SW Flagler Ave, or call the Lyric Box  

Office at (772) 286 -7827.     

Russian Giants  
 

Thursday, January 31, 2008, 8:00 pm  

Waxlax Center for the Performing Arts, Vero Beach  

Tickets:  $40.00  Call toll -free (866) 310 -7521for tickets and information.   

Tickets also available at the door the evening of the performance.   
 

Friday, February 1, 2008, 4:00 pm and 8:00 pm  

The Lyric Theater, Stuart  

Tickets:  $40.00 (4:00 pm) and $45 (8:00 pm)  

Available at the Lyric Box Office, 59 SW Flagler Ave, or  call the Lyric Box  

Office at (772) 286 -7827.     

Milestone Passed in ACO Challenge Gift Campaign  

Less than a year into the Atlantic Classical Orchestraõs Challenge Gift Campaign an important   
milestone has already been passedð to date, over $400,000 has been pledged towards the five-
year campaign goal of $1 million. 

This special campaign, which will bring lasting financial stability to 
the ACO, was made possible by a generous pledge of matching 
funds by an anonymous friend of the ACO.  Gifts of $10,000 or 
higher completed between 2007 & 2011 will be matched by the 
anonymous donor up to a total of $1 million.  The matching funds 
will all become part of a restricted endowment fund, but           
contributors to the campaign have the option to designate how 
they wish their donation to be used.  Numerous naming and    
sponsorship opportunities exist, all of which not only have the     
potential to be matched but will help the ACO to achieve its     
mission of providing world-class music to the Treasure Coast. 

As orchestras and other arts organizations nationwide face       ever
-increasing difficulties in fundraising and balancing their      annual 
budgets, with a successful Challenge Gift Campaign the ACO will be 
facing the future secure with a robust endowment.  

òExperts recommend that non-profit organizations have an endowment at least twice the size of 
their annual budget,ó states Larry Kopp, ACO Executive Director.  òWith a successful Challenge Gift 
Campaign the ACO will have an endowment that meets that criteria and will allow financial      
stability far into the future.  And with stability comes the ability to better serve the Treasure Coast 
community.ó 

The ACO has seen phenomenal growth over past seasons, including adding an afternoon             
performance to each concert series in Stuart and expanding education efforts.  With added financial 
stability, the ACO is considering additional controlled growth, including concerts in new locations 
and expanded outreach throughout the Treasure Coast.  

But the Atlantic Classical Orchestra needs the support of all of our patrons to achieve our mission of 
service to the community.  Gifts to the Challenge Gift Campaign not only ensure òtodayó for the 
ACO, but a òtomorrowó filled with world-class music performed for the benefit of the entire Treasure 
Coast. 

ACO Welcomes New Executive Director  

The Atlantic Classical Orchestra continues to grow every season, and a major part of that growth is 
an expansion of the orchestraõs activities to better serve the entire Treasure Coast.  With that       
expansion comes the need for additional administrative and fundraising leadership. 

In a move to nurture the continued growth of the ACO, the orchestra recently hired a new full-time         
Executive Director, Larry Kopp.    

Larry comes to the ACO from a similar position with an orchestra in Central Pennsylvania, the    
Altoona Symphony Orchestra, and brings with him considerable experience in all aspects of running 
a professional orchestra.  As Executive Director of the Altoona Symphony, Larry oversaw record-
setting fund campaigns, growth in single ticket and subscription sales and the establishment of an 
endowment fund for the orchestra.  But to Larry, his single most important accomplishment in    
Altoona was not strictly quantifiable. 

òOf all that was accomplished during my tenure in Altoona, I am most proud of a greatly improved 
organizational climate that made everything we did possible,ó states Kopp.   Patrons, volunteers, 
orchestra and staff all worked together for the good of the orchestra and community.  It truly was 
the great morale and positive outlook that existed that made everything else possible.ó 

Larry also spent eleven years as an officer in the Army, where he served for the majority of that time 
as a paratrooper with various airborne and special operations units. 

òThe military was a great experience and taught me so much about leadership and management,ó 
states Kopp.  òAnd just as importantly you learn that positive, can-do outlook.  I always assume 
everything I undertake will be successful and then work hard to make sure that it is.ó 

Prior to his time in the Army Larry worked as a professional musician based in Philadelphia, where 
he performed with a number of orchestras and spent summers with the Grand Teton Music Festival 
in Wyoming. 

With the Atlantic Classical Orchestra, Larry looks forward to meeting and working with the         
orchestraõs various constituencies.  

òOrchestras, like any other            
organization, can ultimately be   
defined by the people who make up 
that organization,  The ACO is the 
sum of all the musicians, board,   
volunteers, patrons and staff who 
are a part of the orchestra.  When I 
say the ACO has incredible potential 
to help our community, I am saying 
that the ACO has incredible human         
potential.  I see my role as a          
motivator, organizer and leader of 
all the ACOõs constituencies to      
accomplish our goal of best serving 
the entire Treasure Coast.ó 

Please join us in welcoming the newest member of the ACO, Larry Kopp!  And always remember 
that you are an integral part of our orchestrað your support is crucial in helping us provide our   
unique and irreplaceable programs to the community. 

Fundraisers in Vero and Stuart Highlight 2008 Season  

Friends of the ACO in both Vero Beach and Stuart are busily preparing for another season of    
fundraising events to help support our orchestra. 

In Vero Beach, the Friends of the ACO led by President Jean McMullan have two musical benefits 
planned.  The first is on Monday, February, 11, 2008, 11:30 am, at the Quail Valley River Club.  
Chaired by Evelyn Mayerson and sponsored by Leigh Jewelers, this event features cellist Cornelia 
Brubeck, a long-time friend of the ACO.  Tickets are $75 and can be reserved by contacting Jeanne 
Owen at 784-2118. 

The second event will be held on Sunday, February 24, 
2008, 6:00 pm, at the Orchid Island Beach Club with    
Special Guest Stewart Robertson, ACO Music Director.  
Hosted by Sydelle & Lee Blatt and Nancy & Vaughn    
Bryson, the eveningõs music will be provided by a chamber 
trio led by ACO violinist Sha Zhang.  Tickets to this elegant 
dinner party are $175/person at the Patron Level and 
$250/person at the Maestro Level. 

In Stuart, the Friends of the ACO, led by Sue Sokel, have 
planned a series of three Musicales in support of our      
orchestra.  The first will be held on Saturday, February 16, 
2008, at the Elliot Museum in Stuart.  Co-Chaired by  
Rosemary Lizars and Sheila Dwyer, the event is entitled 
òMagnificent Musicals.ó   

Also in the planning stages are two further Musicales:  Monday April 7, 2008, will see òA Five Star 
Affairó at MacArthur Country Club with Special Guest ACO Music Director Stewart Robertson; and 
finally, a third Musicale at the lovely Piperõs Landing home of Carrie Kinzer-Philibar.  All events will 
be $75/person, with more information to follow in 2008. 

The ACO truly depends upon the income raised at these wonderful eventsð ticket sales for our    
concerts accounts for only 40% of the orchestraõs income!  We depend upon the hard work of the 
Friends of the ACO and the generosity of our patrons for the remaining 60% of our income.  Please 
support our fundraisersð and the ACO!      

Natalie MacDonald, Larry Kopp, Sue Sokel and 
Molly Tyler at an ACO Reception on November 
14th, 2008, at Natalieôs Sailfish Point home. 

Season Opening Soirée in Sailfish Point Home  

Stuart patrons of the Atlantic Classical Orchestra were treated to an evening of great music, great 
food and great fun at a season opening soirée at the Sailfish Point home of ACO Board Member 
Natalie MacDonald on November 14, 2008. 

Guests were serenaded during an informal recital by a string quartet comprised of members of the 
ACO while celebrating the upcoming opening of the orchestraõs  eighteenth season. 

In addition, ACO President Kevin Grady made brief     
remarks on the ongoing Challenge Gift Campaign and 
incoming Executive Director Larry Kopp introduced      
himself to Stuart patrons. 

The Atlantic Classical Orchestra has been a key part of the 
cultural landscape of Stuart since the earliest days of the 
orchestra and continues to enjoy ever-expanding support 
from the community.  Sold-out houses resulted in the add-
ing of an afternoon concert to all series performances at 
the Lyric Theater in 2007 and the Stuart Friends of the 
ACO have increased three-fold in size over the past year. 

There is incredible excitement about 2008 and beyond among the patrons of the ACOð a perfect 
reason to celebrate!  

ACO String Quartet Performing for Guests 
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