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Artistic Achievements  
 

Orchestra Series Concerts  The Atlantic Classical Orchestra again enjoyed a season of 

spectacular artistic growth and achievements under the baton of Music Director 

Stewart Robertson.  The ensembleõs continued development to an artistic level best 

described as òworld classó was conf irmed in a concert review by Palm Beach Post critic  

Charles Passy.  Reviewing the January 9 th ACO performance, Passy stated, òWhat a 

remarkable group the Atlantic Classical Orchestra has becomeé under Grammy -

nominated Music Director Stewart Robertson it ha s become a more ambitious and 

poised group that could claim an honored place in even the most culturally rich 

community.ó    

 

Again in 2009 the ACO 

performed eclectic programs 

and repertoire that have 

become the orchestraõs òcalling 

card -ò programs featuring little -

known works by established 

composers  as well as rarities 

from the chamber orchestra 

repertoire , paired with immortal 

masterpieces  and audience 

favorites . 

 

The ACOõs orchestral concert 

season began on January 8 & 9, 

2009, with a program that showcased the burgeoning talents of the orchestral 

musicians that comprise the ACO.  On the program were Beethovenõs Eighth 

Symphony, Einojuhani Rautavaaraõs hauntingly beautiful Isle of Bliss and Zolt§n Kod§lyõs 

Dances of Galanta.   It was these perfo rmances that were reviewed glowingly by 

Charles Passy. 

 

The Series II concerts featured a fascinating mélange  of works that epitomize d  the  

smart, innovative programming that has become the hallmark of the ACO.  On the 

program was a 20 th Century masterpiece , Aaron Jay Kernisõ Musica Celestis;  a little -

known work from an immortal master, Mendelssohnõs Concerto for Violin and Piano; 

and a masterpiece from a forgotten composer of yesteryear, Juan Arriagaõs Symphony 

in D. 

 

March 2009 brought the ACOõs Series III performances which featured three well -known 

composers: Mozart, Ravel and Kurt Weill.  Mozartõs Symphony #35, the òHaffneró 

Symphony and Ravelõs Piano Concerto in G are both well-known and loved works.  The 

concert closer, however, was not a familiar work to audiences - Kurt Weillõs Symphony 



#2, a work that has stayed in relative and undeserved obscurity despite the composerõs 

fame from his work on Broadway and the musical theatre.  

                           

The final performances of the ACOõs 2009 Season on March 26th & 31st again featured a 

program that was quintessentially ACO - Sir Alexander MacKenzieõs Benedictus ;  John 

McCabeõs Concerto for Chamber Orchestra; Tchaikovskyõs Variations on a Rococo  

Theme; and Saint -Saëns Symphony #2.  

 

Overall, the 2009 Concert Season showed the 

ACO to be continuing to develop into an 

artistic force not only regionally, but nationally 

and internationally as well, with world -class 

performances of innovative, unique programs 

that  showcase the considerable talents of the 

ensemble.          

 

Chamber Music Series Concerts   In 2008-09 the 

ACO expanded the  successful Chamber Music 

Series to include a repeat of all three concerts 

on Sunday afternoons at 4:00 pm at the Vero 

Beach Museum of Artõs Leonhardt Auditorium.  

Through the support of the Friends of the Blake 

Library in Stuart, the ACO continued their 

concert series Saturday mornings at 11:00 am 

at the Blake Libraryõs Armstrong Auditorium as 

part of the Chautauqua South Series.  

 

The first concerts in 2009 on January 17 th and 

18th were a continuation of the popular òMusic 

from Dunmoreó concert in 2008, featuring 

music of Romantic -era and 20 th Century 

Scottish composers.  Entitled, imaginatively enough, Music from Dunmore II, the 

performance featured ACO  Principal Cellist Ian Maksin and the Chicago -based 

Anaphora ensemble, with violinist Aurelian Pederzoli and pianist Hsiao -Ling Lin.   

 

Chamber Music Series II concerts were a completely new direction for the ACO - a song 

recital featuring two Young Vocal A rtists from the Florida Grand Opera, Mezzo -Soprano 

Karen Mush egain and Baritone Sidney Outlaw, accompanied by pianist Pedro Yáñez.  

The recital program featured works by Fauré, Weill, Montsalvatge and Brahms and was 

extremely well received.  

 

The final Cham ber Music Series performances on March 14th and 15 th again featured 

the talents of cellist Ian Maksin and his colleagues from Chicago, this time violinist David 

Yonan and the return of pianist Hsiao -Ling Lin.  The all-French program featured two of 

the sta ndards of the sonata repertoire - the Franck Violin Sonata and the Debussy Cello 

Sonata - as well as a little -known gem, C®cile Chaminadeõs Piano Trio #2.   

 



Overall, the Chamber Music Series was a huge success by all measures.  Attendance 

increased by over 50% compared to 2008 in Stuart at the Blake Library, and in Vero 

Beach there was a much more than respectable opening season attendance -wise, 

with well over 100 subscriptions to all three performances  and robust single ticket sales .  

Artistically, the perf ormances were first -rate and were extremely well received.  

Financially, overall, the series made a sizable profit, an unheard of occurrence for a 

chamber music series.  All indications point to a success for the ACO and a series that 

looks to grow in impo rtance as the years pass.          

 

Guest Artists   In 2008-09 again the ACO welcomed 

some of the finest  soloists perform ing today as guest 

artists on Orchestra Series Concerts.  Our Series II 

Concerts welcomed back two guests from the 2008 

Season- violinist Caroline Goulding and pianist 

Christopher OõRiley.  Their performance of 

Mendelssohnõs seldom hear d Concerto for Violi n 

and Piano was a revelation.   

 

March brought Series III Concerts and pianist 

Stewart Goodyear to the Treasure Coast.  His 

virtuosic performances of Ravelõs Piano Concerto in 

G were technically impeccable with an incredible 

depth of feeling and understand ing.  

 

Finally, the season ending Orchestral Series 

performances featured the ACOõs own Principal 

Cellist, Ian Maksin, in sensitive, musical 

performance s of Tchaikovskyõs Variations on a 

Rococo Theme.   

 

The ACO, then, augmented their purely orchestral 

offe rings with a variety of soloists of the highest artistic quality.  These collaborations 

provided patrons with not only variety but an opportunity to experience òliveó some of 

the finest artists of their generation and greatly heightened the artistic achiev ements of 

the ACO in 2009.  

 

Education and Outreach Program s/Activities  
 

Partnership with the Dranoff  Two Piano Foundation   An exciting new collaboration for the 

ACO occurred in 2008 -09- the ACO joined forces with the Miami -based Dranoff Two 

Piano Foundation for Education program s that touched the lives of hundreds of South 

Florida residents.  

 

The Dranoff Two Piano Foundation is the host organization for the biennial Piano 

Competition that bears its name, the most prestigious competition for piano duos in the 

world.  The ACO was fortunate to be able to partner artistically with some of the fines t 

piano duos in the world in education  programs presented both on the Treasure Coast 

and in the Miami area.  



The program began on December, 12 th, 2008, 

with an in -school program by two ACO 

musicians, Principal Bassist Luis Gomez and 

Principal Flutist Tina Burr, with Dranoff 

Competition Prizewinners Susan and Sarah 

Wang.  This was followed in the evening with a 

first ever free Family Concert at the Waxlax 

Center  by the full ACO , featuring a 

performance of Saint -Saënsõ Carnival of the 

Animals .  Despite excellent publicity prior to the 

concert attendance was not particularly robust ; 

however, it  was a gesture to the community 

that earned much goodwill towards the 

orchestra.  

 

The second portion of the partnership found the 

same two ACO musicians and the First Prize 

winning piano duo of Silivanova/Puryzhinskiy 

performing in f ive  Miami/Dade elementary 

schools from  January 22 nd  through 27 th.  The 

finale was again a performance by the full ACO 

and soloists of the Carnival of the Animals,  this 

time on January 31st, 2009, at Gusman Hall on 

the University of Miami campus.  There was a large, appreciative audience  in 

attendance  for this performance.  

 

Overall, this partnership was an extremely positive and constructive one - the lives of 

many youths were tou ched, the ACO made its first appearance in South Florida, and 

artistically the orchestra had the opportunity to collaborate with world -class talent.  

Financially, while these were all unbudgeted expenses, the overall cost to the ACO was 

approximately $1 4,000 for the entire program, an extremely low cost for the overall gain 

to the organization.                

 

Pre-Concert Lecture Series    Again in 08 -09, Maestro Robertson continued his extremely 

popular pre -concert talks fifty minutes prior to all orchestral performances.  Affording a 

unique and in -depth look at the music being performed on the upcoming 

performance, their popularity makes these presentations an integral part of the ACO 

concert experience.  

   

Other Programs/Activities   The ACO String  Quartet was involved in a number of 

outreach performances that brought the orchestra to new audiences in the Treasure 

Coast community.  On May 3 rd, 2009, the quartet was invited to perform with clown Bob 

Berky as part of the first annual tribute concert t o the late Phil Kavanaugh  at the Blake 

Libraryõs Armstrong Auditorium.  Entitled Life Ever Laughter,  the concert was a huge 

success, with a standing room only crowd and an entertaining and unique interaction 

with Bob Berky during the performance.  The ACO Quartet also performed on May 7 th, 

2009, at the Quail Valley River Club in a promotional performance arranged by board 

members who also are members of Quail Valley.  An audience of over 140 thoroughly 



enjoyed the performance and an opportunity to meet and talk to Maestro Stewart 

Robertson, who was in attendance.         

 

Ticket Sales  
 

2009 saw, despite extremely challenging economic times, continued robust ticket sales.  

Overall, subscription sales in 2009 -10 saw a less than 1% drop from the previous season .  

Overall, Vero Beach  ticket sales saw an increase of 9%, with a 39% increase in single 

ticket sales.  This would seem to be linked to the extremely vigorous efforts by board 

members and series sponsor PNC Wealth Management to promote the ACO in the 

commun ity.  And mention must be made of the post -concert receptions hosted by 

PNC at their Ocean Drive location in Vero Beach.  These receptions were invaluable in 

promoting the orchestra in the community and were an enormous boost in overall 

ticket sales.   

 

Stuart Ticket Sales Totals  
 

Category   Aft Performance  Eve Performance    Totals 

Subscriptions   229   310     539 

Adult Singles   194   137     331 

Complimentary  292     63     335 

Student     21       3       24   

Totals   736   513             1,229 

 

Vero Ticket Sales Totals  
 

Category      Eve Performance    Totals 

Subscriptions      447     447 

Adult Singles      381     381 

Complimentary     186     186 

Student          1       _1   

Totals              1,015             1,015 

 

TOTAL, ALL VENUES 
 

Category  

Subscriptions    986 

Adult Singles    712 

Complimentary   521 

Student      25 

Totals            2,244 

  

Finances  
 

The ACO enjoyed another enviable year financially, with an overall substantial budget 

surplus for the fiscal year despite difficult economic conditions.  The ACO, like all 

organizations with assets tied to the market, did post losses in its investments in 08-09.  

For the ACO, these losses tota led over $87,000.  Overall, and despite the loss in stock 

value , the total  equity (value) of the ACO increased by 19% over the end of FY 07 -08. 

 



The ACO exceeded the goal for direct contributions, and factoring out the losses in 

investments, met total income goals for 2008 -09.  In expenses, the orchestra was slightly 

over budget for the year, due to unbudgeted expenses incurred by the education 

partnership with the Dranoff Foundation and salary increases for staff.  

 

Overall, then, the ACO continues to g row financially and despite difficult economic  

conditions is  becoming more fiscally s ound with each passing season.  

 

Atlantic Classical Orchestra 
 

Balance Sheet 
 As of June 30, 2009 
 

      ASSETS 
   

 
Current Assets 

 

  
Checking/Savings 

 

   
1092 · Morgan Stanley 34 (FID) 103,825.07 

   
1091 · Morgan Stanley 33 (PNCURA) 200,090.68 

   
1090 · Morgan Stanley 32 (SC) 122,726.90 

   
1065 · E Jones 19 SC 34.26 

   
1066 · EJones 20 PNCURA 55.86 

   
1010 · Cash in bank - operating 176,730.24 

   
1040* · Petty cash 15.29 

   
1030 · PNC Bank (Unrestricted) 387,720.56 

   
1035 · PNC Bank (VB Concert Assn) 106,688.12 

   
1080 · Northern Trust Bank (McMullan) 70,915.18 

  
Total Checking/Savings 1,168,802.16 

 
Total Current Assets 1,168,802.16 

TOTAL ASSETS 1,168,802.16 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
 

 
Liabilities 

  

  
Current Liabilities 

 

   
Other Current Liabilities 

 

    
2350 · Unearned/Deferred Income 260,948.03 

   
Total Other Current Liabilities 260,948.03 

  
Total Current Liabilities 260,948.03 

 
Total Liabilities 260,948.03 

 
Equity 

   

  
3001 · Opening Bal Equity 44,844.58 

  
3010 · Unrestricted (retained earnings) 187,711.39 

  
3030 · Other Unrestricted Net Assets 100,282.00 

  
3100 · Temporarily restrict net asset 474,032.48 

  
Net Income 100,983.68 

 
Total Equity 907,854.13 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 1,168,802.16 

 

 

 

 



Atlantic Classical Orchestra 
    

Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual 
   

July 2008 through June 2009 
   

Accrual 
Basis 

        

    

Jul '08 - Jun 
09 Budget 

$ Over 
Budget % of Budget 

 
Ordinary Income/Expense 

    

  
Income 

    

   
4000 · Concert Income 198,914.90 200,000.00 -1,085.10 99.46% 

   
4100 · Income - Direct Contributions 515,569.60 305,000.00 210,569.60 169.04% 

   
4500 · Income - Grants 6,129.00 10,000.00 -3,871.00 61.29% 

   
5300 · Interest/Dividend Income 10,346.53 13,000.00 -2,653.47 79.59% 

   
5400 · Income from Other Sources 593.00 

   

   
5500 · Unrealized Gain(Loss) Invest -87,044.65       

  
Total Income 644,508.38 528,000.00 116,508.38 122.07% 

  
Expense 

    

   
7200 · Salaries & related expenses 1,421.60 

   

   
4001 · Reconciliation Discrepancies 0.53 

   

   
7000 · Direct Program Expenses 341,489.40 323,000.00 18,489.40 105.72% 

   
7100 · Indirect Program Expenses 49,623.66 52,700.00 -3,076.34 94.16% 

   
7800 · Fundraising Expenses 13,849.74 20,000.00 -6,150.26 69.25% 

   
8100 · Administrative Expenses 137,153.55 132,200.00 4,953.55 103.75% 

  
Total Expense 543,538.48 527,900.00 15,638.48 102.96% 

 
Net Ordinary Income 100,969.90 100.00 100,869.90 100,969.9% 

 
Other Income/Expense 

    

  
Other Income 

    

   
6800 · Unrealized gain (loss) 13.78 

   

  
Total Other Income 13.78 

   

 
Net Other Income 13.78 

   Net Income 100,983.68 100.00 100,883.68 100,983.68% 

 

 

Administration  
 

The ACO continues to expand and develop its administrative functions to better 

support  the orchestra and its world -class music making.   

 

The ACO acquired much needed support and expertise in administration by hiring Silvia 

Longa as the orchestraõs first ever Director of Communications and Patron Services in 

September 2008.  Responsible for customer service, assisting in public relations and 

marketing efforts as well as running the orchestraõs business office, Ms. Longa has been 

an incredible asset in improving and upgrading the orchestr aõs administration. 

 

Marketing   The ACO has been extremely successful in branding efforts , in particular to 

upgrade and professionalize the image of the orchestra.  Patron surveys were utilized to 

determine themes a s well as advertising outlets, all of whi ch yielded extremely useful 

information  and concrete results .  While branding is by its very nature quite nebulous, 



the ACO has seen a huge increase in 

name/brand recognition, in particular 

the  attribution to the ACO òbrandó of 

excellence, the main thrust of 

branding efforts.  

 

The ACO online newsletter òC Notesó 

continues to be wildly successful - so 

much so that the number of yearly 

editions was increased from four to 

seven.  Also online , the ACOõs 

presence on all available concert 

listings was maximized, a great and 

inexpensive way to promote the 

orchestra . 

 

Finally, the ACOõs website was greatly 

expanded and updated in September 

2008, with a new web address, 

www.acomusic.org .  With several 

thousand unique visitors on average 

every month and almost 30% of 

patrons receiving concert information 

online, the ACOõs increased web 

presence puts the orchestra at the 

forefront of marketing efforts for 

nonprofits.           

 

Press/Public Relations   The ACO has seen a huge increase in the quantity and  quality of 

coverage in local media outlets.   In the print media, Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers 

had numerous feature articles; 32963, the new Vero Beach tabloid, had several 

features and two concert reviews; and the Vero Beachside News featured the ACO on 

three front page articles.  On the radio, Willi Millerõs WQCS òArts Spotlightó included four 

interviews, one each by Stewart Robertson and Larry Kopp and two by  Guest Artists.  

Online, th e ACO was featured in arts coverage by tcpalm.com and pbartspaper.com.                    

  

Development  
 

Annual Fund Campaign   Again in 2008 -09, the ACO exceeded its goal for the Annual 

Fund Campaign, with over $200,000 in gifts for the second season in a row.  As was the 

case in 2007 -08, the Annual Fund Campaign was a unique, direct mail  campaign.  

 

Challenge Gift Campaign   By the end of the 2008 Season the ACO had over $600,00 0 in 

gifts and pledges to the Challenge Gift Campaign, and had again in 08 -09 met the 

necessary criteria and received the $200,000 maximum in matching funds from the 

anonymous donor.  

 

http://www.acomusic.org/


Fundraising Events   The Vero Beach and 

Stuart Friends of the ACO held e xtremely 

successful fundraising events in 2009, 

bring ing in a total of over $48,000 in much 

needed funds for the orchestra .  In Vero 

Beach, the òFabulous Friday the 13th 

Galaó was held on, you guessed it, Friday, 

February 13 th, 2009, at the spectacular 

home of Patsy Daniels in the Johns Island  

community .  Entertainment was provided 

by  David Walley, pianist and publisher of 

the Vero Beachside News.  In Stuart, the 

Friends fundraiser was held o n February 

9th, 2009, at the lovely Sewallõs Point home 

of Jack  and CeeJay Heckenberg,  

Entitled òRhapsody in Blue,ó it featured the 

talents of pianist George Lopez.                 

    

Conclusion  
 

By any measure, the Atlantic Classical 

Orchestra enjoyed spectacular successes 

during the 2008 -2009 Season.  The 

orchestra performed at a higher artistic 

level than ever before, with exceptional 

ticket sales.  The expanding Chamber 

Music Series enjoyed  enviable growth  and 

world -class performances.  In a new direction for the ACO, the partnership with the 

Dranoff Foun dation helped the orchestra to perform for the first time in South Florida as 

well as touching the lives of hundreds of children in both Miami and the Treasure Coast.  

By exceeding the goals of the Annual Fund Campaign and Challenge Gift Campaign 

the ACO s howed financial resilience during these difficult economic times.  Finally, the 

administration of the ACO continues to grow and professionalize in all areas.   

 

As a nonprofit entity, the success or failure of the ACO ultimately depends upon fulfilling 

the mission of the organization.  With a simply stated mission of providing world -class 

music to the Treasure Coast and education programs  that touch the lives of as many as 

possible, the Atlantic Classical Orchestra unequivocally not only met but exceeded its  

stated mission during the 2008 -09 Season. 

 

Success is fleeting, and the ACO is not insulated from the economic difficulties that 

currently are  causing severe problems for nonprofit organizations nationwide.  Board, 

staff, musicians and patrons alike will need to work together in the upcoming season 

and seasons to come to ensure the continued growth and successes of the Atlantic 

Classical Orchestra.          
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